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ARTICLE. XXX, 


‘A Natural ‘and Hiftorical Account of the Wands of Scil- 


ly.. ‘To which is added, -A-general Account of Cora- 
wall, dy Robert Heath, an Officer of bis Majefty's 
Forces, Jometime tn Garrifon at Scilly. ‘8vo. Price 
6s. bound, 456 pages, befides 36.0f Dedication, pre- 
face, Contents, and-a Map of ibe Iflands, with a 
draught of ibe Land’s-End ; alfo a South-Eaf View 
of ‘Upnor-Caftle im Kent. Printed for Mef, Man- 
by and Cox om Luidgate-Fiill. 


iH‘E reader probably will be furprifed, fays 
the author, ‘in his preface, ‘at an account 
given of iflands very little known but by 
the fea-faring part of mankind; but “as 


“they are remarkable as well for their fication, as: the 
‘Cariofities they ‘contain, ‘both of-art and: nature ; they 


are not fo inconfiderable a part of his» Majefty’s do- 
minions, as may have been hitherto thought. 

They were firft difcovered’ by the Phenicians, and 
afterwards by the Romans, who traded thither: for 


| Vead and tin; and'were of fuch prodigious advantage 
‘to the former ftate, in the riches they afforded, thar 
they were kept by them as long as’ paffible,. a fecret 


tothe latter, and the-reft. of the world. 
Vou. Tf, G Mr. 
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~~ Mr. Heath forefeeing that. fome readers. might raife 


ve. > ; : - - ~—_ 
—_ etl ae tii i : 


an objection to his defcription of the manners and 


cuftoms of the inhabitants.of the Scilly-isles, as many, 
particulars thereof may appear too trifling, if not too, 


ridiculous,_ to deferve a place in hiftory ; he remarks, 


jn anfwer to this, that his hiftory is: confined to no very. 


large territory ; iflands but .of a few miles compafs, 
and always in fubjection to England, their mother- 
country. **Here therefore, adds he, (we mot not 
expect to find fuch glittering fcenes, as have aftonith. 
ed mankind on the larger {tages of the world. Few 
bloody battles, or rernarkable fieges, have render’d 
thefe iflands famous-to pofterity : .Though they have 
not wanted men of genius and fpirit, who, without 
doubt, if they had found employment fuitable to their 


capacity, would have made no inconfiderable figure in. 


the. records of fame.” 

s* But the little oddities in the cuftoms and man- 
ners.of the lowes clafs of people, are not without both 
amufement and inftruction. ’Tis. from. thefe that. we 


Fearn the true genius and fpiritof the natives cf a coun- 


try. Here nature atts without difguife ; here the 
ules no falle or glaring colours to dazzle the eyes of the 
fpectator ; truth appearsin its native fimplicity. What 
is it attraéts our admiration in the. finple -paftoral . life 
of the Ancients? What, but their. manners and cuf- 
toms, fo agreeable to the dictates of reafon and nature? 
And it is a doubt with me, as wellas with much bet- 


- ter critics; whether Virgil has not acquir’d as much 


fame by his Paftorals, as by his Aineis. —— As to the 
iflanders of Sew, they have their peculiarities, whigh 


diftinguifh them from their neighbours of England; | 
_ and I doubt not but the curious reader will. be pleafed 
to fee honour, juftice, and every other. focial virtue 
- exercifed among ‘them, with the ftricteft. punctuality, 


thouglrtbere isnever a lawyer, and but one clergy: 


- gnan in all the iflands.’’ 


What the author has faid as above, concerning his 


. Ownsperformance, appeass tous, to be doing no: more 


than bare jultice to himfelf 5 except it ke alowed, that 
| | he 
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he has indeed indulged himfelf too far in circumftances, 
which few will have the patience to attend to, or 
think his book at all the more important for. For 
che reft, his work breathes an air of veracity all through 
it; and his direétions to failors for avoiding the dan- 
gers of the Scillys, may be of infinite fervice. He feems 
to be extremely accurate in his hiftory and defcripti- 
ons; and as to the plainnefs of his ftile, and the want of 
thofe embellifhments of language which works of other 
kinds are fufceptible of, he needs no apology on this 
account. An honeft detail of faéts, and a fair view of 
the importance of thefe iflands to England, is what he 
thought chiefly neceffary: ** Being fuitable, fays he, 
to the people and manners defcribed, whofe morals and 
behaviour flow from the diétates of fimple nature, and 
Teafon unfophifticated.” 

*.* The Scilly Islands are 27 in number, befides . 
about a dozen which are lefs noted, and rocks innumer- 
able above water. Of the 27, the 5 largeft are inba- 
bited by about 1400 people. 
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ARTICLE. XXXII. 


A Sermon preached before the Univerfity of Oxford, Nov. 
12,1749. By W. Cleaver, A.M. of Lincoln-Col- 
lege. Publifbed at the requeft of Mr. Vice-Chancellor, 
8vo, Price 6d. Printed for N. Clements at Ox- 
ford, and fold by Meff. Rivington, London. 


HE fubject of this difcourfe, is, the expedien- 
cy and advantages of an early education in piety 
and virtue.——-« As we can fuppofe none of our 
readers unacquainted with this fubject ; which has been 
fo entirely exhaufted, as to leave nothing new for this 
Rev. author, or any other, to add, we thall therefore 


extend this article no further. £ 


G 2 ARTICLE 
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: ARTICLE XXXIk 


The Expediency of the miraculous Powers of the Chriftian 

- Fathers, and the Inexpediency of thofe that are claimed 
by the Church of Rome, confidered, In two Sermons 
preached in'bis Majefty’s Chapel ai Whitehall, ‘and 
before the Univerfity of Oxford in May and July 1749, 
By W. Parker, M. A. Fellow of Baliol-college, Ox. 
ford, F.R.S. Oxford, Printed for James Fletcher 
in the Turl ; and fold by Meff. Rivington, London, 
Svo, 70 Pages, Price 15. 


Abfiratt of a foort Account of this work prefix’d to it b 
~ the author. : 


R. Middleton, in the preface to his Free- Inguin 
intothe miraculous powers of the chriftian fi 
thers, boafts that among ‘* the zealous champions Who 
had attempted to refute his introductory difcourfe, not 
one had fpent a thought in confidering the ufe of tho 
powers, as.they arefet forth in the New Teftament; 
but by the help of a poftulatuin, that they continued 
as long as they were neceflary to the church, they 
prefently extend that necefflity to what length they 
pleafe, or as far as they find itagreeable to the fevefil 
fyftems, which they had previowfly entertain’d ‘about 
them,” 
This defect Mr. Parker has endeavoured to fupply 
from the original ufe of divine interpofitions in favour 
of chriftianity ; by fhewing, from the Doétor’s ows 
treatife, that after the apoftolick age, they continted 
expedient to thofe ufes for which they were firft intro: 
duced, namely, the quiet éftablifhment of ‘chriftiaiiify 
in the world. 
' “The expediency of thefe miraculous powers being 
exainined, the author proceeds to obviate a cont 
quence, with which the Doétor endeavours to affect hi 
proteftant readers; namely, that the allowance | 
the‘e powers to the primitive fathers, will be a grout 
Of credit and fay port to the pretended miracle 
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ARTICLE XXXIll. 


A vindication of the Miraculous Powers which fubjifted 
“gy the three'centuries of the Chriftian Church, in’ Ap- 
fooer to Dr. Middleton’s Free Enquiry. By which 
itis hewn, that we bave no fufficient’ Reafon to ’e- 
lieve, from ‘the - Dofior’s Reafouings and Objeétions, 
thai no fuch Powers were continued to the Church, af- 
ter the Days of the Apoftles. With a Preface, con- 
taining Jome Obfervations on Dr. Mead’s Account of 
the Demoniacs, in bis: Medica Sacra. By ’Thomas 
Church, M: A. Vicar of Batterfea, and Prebendary 
of St. Paul's. 8v0. Price'5 s. 383 Pages, befide the 
Preface, whichis 43. Printed'for Meff. Rivington 
in St. Paul’s Church-Yard. 


T H ©? this work has already acquired a reputati- 
on that alone would jultify our giving an ample 
account of it, yet we think ourfelves obliged, (in cun- 
formity to a rule ‘laid down on fettling the plan of our 
' Review, viz. not to give extra&s of any anfwers to 
books that came out before this undertaking was fet on 
foot; ) to pafs over an article that might afford ho 
{mall fatisfa€tion to us in the inveftigation, amd not’ a 
little contribute to entich'our work. 

Flowever, tho’ we’ give no extraéts from the 
work itfelf, it would be unpardonable not to take 
notice of ‘what the learned author himfelf fays of 
Ht, in general, and with no lef modefty than juttice. 
It was finifhed, fays he, (a few additions only exceptéd) 
before had feen either of the pieces already publiftied 
againft the Enquiry. It is no part of my defign to 
derogate from the merit of thefe ; I have fince read 
them with pleafure ; and *tis a fatisfa€tion to me, as 
: well as a confirmation of my own judgment and fenti- 
sy ieee ments, 
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timents, to find, that we have fo frequently made ufe 
of the fame reafonings, and that I differ from them in 


nothing confiderable, that relates to the prefent argu. 
ment. Nay, I muft fairly acknowledge, that in fome 
few particulars they have carried the argument: further 
than | had done; in which cafes Ihave taken the liber. 
ty to borrow fome of their words, or to refer to them 
for a farther explication of the points.” 

But, left, after fuch a confeffion, the. publication of 
his work may be thought unneceflary, Mr. Church te. 
marks thus much in its favour, ‘* That it contains, up. 
on the whole, a much fuller anfwer to the Free Em 
guiry, and a much more diftinc&t vindication. of the 
fathers of the three firft centuries, than has hitherto 
appeared. And, however fatisfactory. the tracts of 
other gentlemen have been, fo far as it fuited theirin. 
clination or leifure to go; it pe. be prefum’d that 
many have wifh’d, and will be glad to fee the Do. 
tor’s work ‘more minutcly examin’d, and his unfair 
quotations, and falfe reafonings, more largely open 
ed, and expofed to view. And the author has had 
the pleafure of receiving the approbation of fome emi- 
nent, learned, and judicious perfons, who have taken 
the trouble of revifing thefe papers, and advifed him 
to offer them to the world, 

As to the remarks on Dr. Mead’s Medica Sacra, 
which take up three fourths of Mr, Church’s preface, 
they are occafioned by this learned Phyfician’s notion 
of the Demoniacs, The Doctor fets afide all fuppofition 
of diabolical agency, and reduces thefe cafes to mat 
nefs, and the Epilepfy, which fometimes atiends it. 

** As this, fays Mr. Church, is directly contrary to 
the principles and opinions of the fathers, which art 
here defended, it will be neceffary to obviate the fore 
ot the prejudice, which fo great a name may_poffibl) 
raife ; and the learned Doctor will, I hope, excul 
me, if 1] declare mylelf unconvinced, by what he hi 


urged on this fubjeét, and offer a few reafons to jultiff 


th:s declaration.” 
There isa very full and large index fubjoined to this 
volume, which the reader will find of great ufe. Up 
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with the utmoft induftry, fkill, and Jabour,. to:approve 
himfelf completely matter of the fubject that has given 
rife to this notable controverfy : As to his fuccefs, we 
mutt leave that to the judgment of the public,” G 
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ARTICLE XXxIv. 


An Ode on Beauty.. To which are prefixed fome Ob- 
fervations on Tafte, and on the prefent State of Poetry 
in England. Folio, 14 Pages, Price 64. Printed 
for Mrs. Cooper and Mr. Dodfley. : 


HOEVER the author of this piece iss he 
appears, by what he calls his obfervations on 
tafte, and the prefent ftate of poetry in England, to 
think himfelf qualified to give laws in thofe two pro- 
vinces. The obfervations, which make fo confiderable 
a figure in his ti.le-page, are all comprized in two 
es; in which he condemns .aknoft every. ode-writer 
that has gone before him, but, for our comfort, af- 
fures us, ** that his intent is to refcue this noble ff 
cies.of poetry from the contempt. which the rafh and 


injudicious fallies of many have brought upon it among 


the readers of Engli/b verfe; and his farther defign is 
to eftablifh a true tafte of poetical compolitions, by 
his beft endeavours to approach towards claffical pu- 
rity, in a fet of odes written on fubjeéts worthy ‘the 
attention of the wifeft.” : 3 

The fpecies of Beauty. which is the fubject of this 
his /pecimen, is the PLatonic ; which he explains in 
the two following ftanzas, after. enquiring in vain for. 
the refidence of the goddefs in the natural world, in 
Camps, in courts, and even among the Fair, 


d. 
Where then is Beauty, radiant queen, 


In moft refulgent Juftre feen, 
Where does the moft her charms difplay ? 


B I 
# Cooke. ess 
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the -whole,, Mr. Church: feems to have applied himfelf oe 
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2 O§n dhe great mind) the gen’ rous breaft, -'0° 2 
Enthton’d the goddefs fits confefs"d,. , 
More fplendant than the eye of day: 
sis I. id 
Deriv’d from wi/dem and from truth, 
_Endow’d with everlafting youth, 
With what pre-eminence of worth, 
She briglitned and enrich’d the grove, 
Where the great fouls of Athens ftrove, 
To bring the Loves and Graces forth! 


Towards the conclufion of the poem, :he turns the 
whole into a panegyric on Andrew Stone, Efq; under- 
fecretary of ftate (to whom the piece is infcribed) and 
on the Duke of Newcaftle: And gives us no fmall rea 
fon to fuppofe that the author is of Cambridge, G 





ARTICLE XXXV. 


D—n Sw——1t’s Medley. Containing, 1. His Scheme 
for making Religion and the Clergy ufeful. 2. Reafon 
again Coition; 4 Difcourfe delivered to @ private 

ongregation. 3. The Natural Hiftory of the arbor 
vite. (With one of Chaucer’s Tales, and feveral 
other Pieces equally new and curious) Pricers. © A 
Pampblet in 12mo. No Publifber’s Namen the Tith- 


page. . 


E fhould have ftood in need of an apology for 
mentioning this article, had not our plan 

obliged us to allow it fome place in the Review, Wert 
it not that there certainly is a clafs of readers to whom 
fuch miferable colleétions as this Medley have been often 
found acceptable, thete could furely be no excule for 
printing it. As tothe proftitution of the name of tht 
inimitable Swirt, on fuch dirty occafions, we leave 
the public'to make their own reflections thereon. Thett 
are, indeed, in this colleCtion, copies of a few of hi 


verfes, from his mifcellantes ; which have, howeveh 
* bec & 
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been hacknied over and.over, in all the catch-penny 
compilations, for which the af is obliged to the 
induftry of our hedgesprintersy 350k yg 
bag tial: bins to wis he 





ARTICLE iXXXVEoy : 


Engaging and infir udiive. Hiftoxies é Comprebending . ¢ 
_ Variety of phe waft extraordinary, aud moving Events, 
of inconteftible Authority, Jp, teug Kolumes 12ma.- Price 
65. bound. Printed for R. Spavan in Ivy Lane. 


ié AS a 

rf. HIS is.a collection of neuels.and little hiftories, 

d fome of which we do not rémémber to have feen 

‘ hefore. The following lift of them, will, *tis appre. 

1 hended, give. the reader a fatisfagtory idea of thefe two 
volumes. | ie : 


_ ~ I, The-hiftory of M. de. Cing, Mars, matter pf. the 
horfe to Lewis XIII. and of A, de Thou, fon to the 


famous French hiftorian. | 
. ‘II. The hiftery of the Marchionef§ de Gange, who 


: was barbaroufly affaffinated, anno 1667, by her hus- 
He band’s two brothers. ie | 
xf  , All. The-hittory of Urbau.Grandier, a clespymnan of 
al France, who was condemned and burnt alive, ano 
A 1534, asa.magician, and author of the poffeffion of 
l- the nuns of Loudun, 7 F 
IV. The hiftory of Renge Corbean, who in the reigh 
of Henry 1V, of France, by her eloquence prevented 
m .the execution of her lover. | 
an .. V, The hiftory of Don CarJos, fon to Philip II. 
re king of Spain, put to death by his father. oye 
m Vi, The hiftory of Alexis Pefrowitz, prefumptive 


en heir to the crown of Rufia, put to death by his father 
or Peter the Great. 

he VII. The hiftory of madam Tiquet, who anno 1699, 
ve was executed for attempting the death of her hufband. 
re VIII. The hiftory of the marchionels de Brinvillier, 
is who, in 1676, was executed for poifoning her father 
7 and two brothers, and attempting the life of her fitter. 
co 1X. The 
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IX: The hiftory of the Conftable ot Bourbon. To 


which is fabjoined, the tragical amour of Madam de 


Chateau Briant, miftrefs to Francis I. 

X. The hiftory of a fon difowned by his father and 
mother. fae 

XI. The-hiftory of a hufband and wife, who were 
unjuftly accufed of an enormous theft, and their in- 
nocence not brought to light till they had been con- 
demned to cruel and-infamous fufferings, which occa- 
fioned the death of the former. S. 


Lee _— 








ARTICLE XXXVI. 


Queen Tragedy reftored: A dramatic Entertainment, 
8vo. Price 1s. Printed for Owen, Fleetftreet. — 


HIS is a farfical burlefque on fome modern 
plays, (though without particularly pointing 

out any) and on the prefent reigning tafte for ftage-re- 
prefentations; the author is Mrs. Hoper, who acted a 
part in it herfelf, when it was performed, a few weeks 
fince. The chief characters are, Queen Tragedy, ina 
bad ftate of health; Dr. Doleful, and Dr. Drollery; 
who attempt, upon oppofite principles, to reftore the 
queen’s health: But this is only effeéted by the genius, 
or ghoft of Shake/pear, whofe appearance and fpeech 
clofes the whole. The piece is not without humour 


enough to do honour to a female pen, notwithftand. 
ing fome inaccuracies and little faults, which the good- § 


natured and generous will not iook upon with too fe 
vere aneye. We would have given an extrac of the 
work,’ but having a great number of articles for this 
month, we mutt enlarge only upon thofe that are the 


moft confiderable. Vi 


A R- 
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AR TICLE: Xxxvill. 


T —t——m and V—d——t. A Colleton of the 
- Advertifements and Hand-bills, ferious, fatyrical, and 
_ pumorous, publifbed on both fides, during the EleGtion 
for the City and Liberty of eftminfler, nm No- 
-wember 22,1749. Quarto, 42 Pages, Price 1s. 
_ Printed for Dicky Norris, a¢-Temple-Bar. 


HE title-page of this..pamphlet gives a faficient 
— account of it--There are two other collections 


| of thefe advertifements, €%¢. publifhed fince the ii 





ARTICLE. XXXIX. 


Pharfamond: or, the mew Knight Errant. Tranflated 
by Mr. Lockman, from the French of M. de Mari- 

“vaux, Autbor of the Life of Marianne, Fc. In two 
Volumes 12mo, Price bound6s. Printed for C. Da- 
vis in Holborn ; and L. Davis, in Fleetitreet: 


| HOUGH the world is under no fort of doubt 

, that Marivaux really is the author of this work, 

yet we are well affured that he has always difowned it: 

To which he might be induced by the reception it met 

with from the public. For this famous ‘novellift, who 

has fhone fo. much in the heroic and the tender,’ has 

very unhappily acquitted himfelf in the burlefque, 

which. does not appear to be his talent. In truth, 

Pharfamond is neither of one fpecies nor. another. 

Though after all, it muft be acknowledged, he might 

have appeared to much greater advantage, had not 

the peerlefs Don Quixote gone before him, eclipfing all ‘4 

his followers. 
Pharfamond is a young country gentleman, of France 

*too, a fcene not very well chofen for knight-ere 

rantry ) whofe head being turned by reading books of 


" * The tranflator has with fill lefs judgment, changed it for HP 
England, i} & 


>) 2 , a lil lel Yael —_—_ 


cel. cena " 
Peco ie 
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chivalry, he fets out in queft of adventures, attended 
bya young, fellow as his {quire, , who it feems, had 
been deeply read in romantic ftory likewife. They 
micct witly two damfels, who had alfo made aconfider. 
able progre&s in the fame fiudies :. one of thefe is the 
Duleinte of ovr knight,' and the others who is her 
maid, of courte falls in love with the {quire, whofe,cha- 
racter.is a very clofe tho’ unfuccefsful imitation of San- 
cho’s, as hig mafter’s, isef Don Quixote,» » . 
The knight and {quire being thus compleatly en- 
fer'd in’ the profeffion’of Knight-erranitty, immediately 
fall into thrée or four unlucky adventures, which are 
indeed burlefque and droll enough ; but they want vat 
riety ; and are likewife,too abruptly finifh’d, by an 
emperick, who cures both the knight, his fquire, and 
their ladies,. of their romantick notions, by.a fumigation 
i drugs and fimples, which the author had furnifh’d 


im with for this very purpofe. | G 
Hw AL BAGCL EOXh | 
Free and important. Difquifitions concerning the tnfpirati- 
on of the Holy Scriptures. Translated from the French 
Of Mi Ne Clerc. 8v0 Pamphlet, Price: s. 6d. Sold by R. 
tiffiths at the Dunciad in St. Paul’s Church-Yard. 


Fis is a new Edition of the celebrated letters on in- 
fpiration, of a Palgara was publifhed nt 





ny. yéars ago. We fhall fay nothing further of a wor 
univerfally known: Ogr readers may bave obferve 
that we wever mention New Epitiowns of books, unlef 
they come out with fuch alterations ip their titles, @ 
may require an explanation. 





) “XKLI. 
The Logic of Probabilities, 8v0. Price 6d, Printed for 
Mr. Hawkins iz Fleetftreet. 


FITS is a tranflation from the French; the origi- 
nal of which was publifhed in the Magazin de 
ondres, for Fuly 1749. We have already taken notice 
of it, in the Review for Aug. fee p. 290 of our aft vol 
ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE Xt. 


An Examen of the ‘Hiptow of TS Jotles, “in'Hvo ‘Lir- 
e ters toa Friend. 12mo0-Pampblet, 119 Pages,Price 
r 15.64. Printed for Owen, Fleetftreet. 


‘ FYAHE anonymous author.of this.critical. work, is 

‘quite diffatishied with the whole of ‘Mr. -Fiela- 
ing’s celebrated performance, which he takes all to pie- 
cesfrom beginning to.end ; finds, or makes, faults ip 
every chapter ; and damns every character in the hif- 
tory. He appears continually angry, ill-natur’d, “and 
‘malicious ; and feems to have every quality of the late 
redoubted Mr. Dennis, except his real ‘talents for cri- 
ticifm. He-fhould have entitled his-pamphlet an Jn- 
A true critic is candid, 
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we'mean his ¢heatrical pieces, may be deetned: ~— 
“After what'we have faid of this ‘work, it would ‘¢ép- 
tainly be thought impertinence, and an abfurdity'in‘bs, : 

to F 
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to take up any more room in thefe fheets, by an ex. 
| tract of it, efpecially as we have a er number of. 
articles this month, than will be eafily contracted with. 
in the narrow limits ofour Review. .. . fy 





ARTICLE XLIL 


A Sequel fo the Congrefs of the Beatts ; with a Key ond 
Notes. Price 1 5.6 @. 


ublifhed fome months fince,* entitled, The 
bern Eleétion. ‘The key and notes were not.in the. | 
former edition. U; 


T HS isa new edition of a political pamphlet 
ort 
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ARTICLE. XLII 
Conclufion of the Life of Socrates, See p. 79. 


HE N Crito had fupplied Socrates with all. the. 

| neceflaries of life, he applied himfelf, at firft,. 
with the greateft affiduity to natural philofophy, which: 

ftudy at that time employed a!l the youth of Athens, 

Neverthelefs meeting with numbers of inexplicable dif- 
ficulties, and being convinced, by experience, of how. 

little utility fuch refearches, even when fuccefsful, 

were to the promotion of rea] happinefs, he forfook this. 

fcience, and making the welfare of mankind the fole 

object of his concern, “ he was the firft, * (as Tull 
fays). who call’d Puttosopuy down from the heavens, 
and plac’d her in cities, introduc’d her into private fas: 
milies, and compell’d hes to enquire concerning hes, 

. man life, morals, and the good and evil of every 
' action.” gt 
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* That is, as the author remarks in another place, the firft who ) 
al r applied himfelf to the ftudy of moral philofophy ; for the t] 
Pythagoric {chool particularly, and {everal other feéts, had more oF | a 
me | lefs occafionally taught it : yet phyfics were ftill appermoft in thet By 

a | minds, and the primary object of their confiderations. 
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_#& The Sopbifts at-this time were in great repute 
all over re ana were not only introduced into 


private farnilies, and feminarieg of learning for the 


education of youth, ‘but had particular places fec apart 
in every i sealhgt in they inftructed even the adult, in 
arts, fciences, morals, religion. Thefe men having 

blic ftipends from the ftate, were entirely under the 
direction of the magiftrates; and they in their turn be- 
ing governed by the priefts, through that political and 
facerdotal union which has been {fo often deftructive to 
liberty and truth, took particular care that nothing 
fhould be taughg in thefe affemblies, or in private, 
but what conduced to the promotion of their own 
power, and that of their holy matters, by the facred 
delufion of eftablifhed fuperftition.”” 

© The Sopbifts being thus prefcribed to, and fo 
highly interefted in the at of the priefthood, 
taught their difciples not to fearch after truth, but im- 
plicitly believe that to be fo, which they learnt from 
them. They received philofophy too, as well as reli- 
gion, from the hands of their predeceffors, full of 
phantoms and fables, which they occafionally adogned 
and augmented, to ferve the ‘caufe of partial utility, 
to the irreparable damage of public good.” , 

‘+ Socrates, therefore, from the beginning, laboured 
under thefe difadvantages and difficulties, which to 
others would have been unfurmountable. He had the 
prejudices of education firft to overcome in himfelf,. 
the cuftom-protected * ignorance of othess to enlighten, 
fophiftry te confute, malice, envy, calumny, and con- 
tinual infults of his adverfaries to endure, poverty to 
undergo, power to contend with, and what was the 
greateft labour of all, the vulgar terrors and darknefs 
of fuperftition to diffipate; all which he overcame 
with the true wifdom of a philofopher, and the difin- 
terefted virtue of a patriot, the patience of a faint, 


' © Cuftom-prote@ed. ‘This writer abounds with compound epi- 
thets, which have not a little ftiffened his diction and ftile. To make 
amends for this, however, he is loofe enough in his pointing, which 
we have in fome places taken the liberty to correct in our extraéts. 
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dhd ‘the refolution of a ‘hero, at ‘the expence of ‘al 
worldly ‘pleafute ; wealth, power, faine, arid Yaftly 
life itfelf, which *he’ chéatfully laid down ‘for the ferwvidg 
of ‘his country’; fedling with his blood’a teftitnony-of 
the love ‘he bore to his own f{pecies, ‘atid his enchitige 
able daty to the creator ‘and governor’of all things,” » 

~ ‘Nor did ‘he, it feeths, when ‘octafion offered, 
prove’ himfelf a ‘lefs worthy citizen, ‘or friend? os 
country, or Jefsa ‘herd in the more active labours, ‘and 
mofe immiediate dangers of the field; ‘but fignalized 
himfelf'in a war with'the Potideans, who wefe ‘tribp. 
tary to the Athenians, and had ‘revolted. In this wa 
he began his intimacy with Alcibiades, ‘whofe ‘life ‘he 
had “faved in a fkirmith; and this ‘proud, ambitious, 
licentious youth, ever after, even in the midft of ‘fy. 
édphants'and flatterers, ‘had a filial «awe ‘for Socrates, 
whorn he conftantly entertained in his tent. Yet could 
not the luxurious eafe ofthis wealthy libertine, : nor-the 
plenteous emoluments which ‘abounded in his. train, 
ever tempt the‘philofopher to relax the military: feve 
tiés he had ‘inured himfelf to. For‘ even in’ the depth 
of winter, when othets had occafionally clothed them 
felves againft the rigour of the weather, he’ kept his'6t 
dinary drefs, and walked barefoot upon the-ice, ‘asi 
the inclemency of the elements had no power over him, 
Nor amid the continual noife, avocations and dangé 
of acamp, was his ardent thirft after knowledge ever 
abated ; for whenever his military duty did not inter 
fere, he would ‘fit ‘whole days in his tent, employing 
his mind in the déepeft ‘contemplation *. 

Upon his return home, our author fappofes he firt 
began, publickly'and privately, taking, in fhort, evel 
opportunity, by his divine difcourfes, - to inftruét mat 
kind in all the béart-enodling duties’ of ‘humanity (t 
fpeak in the language of Mr. Cooper) and the sur 
fort-bringing obligations of true religion, 


—* Plato’ and Diogenes Laertius tell us, that‘he remained whol 
day and night in the fame poftire, without ever moving > ands 

“Tus Gellius {peaks of it-as a aching to which he ‘was as‘ freqcniay® 

cultomed. “h 
“ 
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a0 AS falfe religion (fAys' Our author, who indeed has 
wany Very good retnatks'on the nacure and effetts of 

joranice, fuperftition’ and enthafirfin) is always a bate 
to inorality, Socrates found * neceffiry to begin with 
converting the Athenians from their impious fibertti- 
tions ; for as an imitation of What we think moft ex- 
cellent, is the end of our endeavours, and the divine 
fature being allowed to'be fo, the worfhip of thofe 


thon{trous deities that were then adored in Greece, ex- - 


tending its influence beyond fpecolation to practice, 
‘evidently ‘fibverted all true notions of juftice and vir- 
tue.” 

Neverthélefs, as hé found this faperftition intet- 
woven by thé legiflature into the civil policy, and 
‘therefore, ‘whilft eitablifhed, a fapport to the laws of 
his country, which he always held in the higheft vene- 


fation, he pfofecuted the énd in view, not like a wild 


enthufiaft intoxicated with his own notions, but with the 
caution and concern of a patriot, through all meafures 


“refpeéting the peace of foriety. and gently endeavout- 
‘ing by degrees to pntwi 

‘which the priefts had fo attfully interwoven togethet : 
‘Seemingly complying with all the external cetemonies 


that civil and religious union, 


of devotion, and facrificing to the gods upon the corh- 
monaltars.of the city. * This octafional conformity, 
lis Mr. Cobper, fhelteted Him awhile from the notice 
of the jealous hierarchy, atid gave him frequént oppor- 
tunities of converfing with the moft eminent citizens, 


whilft: their minds weré wirm with gfati ude to heaven, 
at the fhrmes of their imadsinary deities, and thereby 


converting by his irrefiftable arzumenis, their zeal to 
the fervice of truth and religion.” 
_ Whillt he was thus glorioufly employed in’ vindicat- 
ing the honour of the divine nature on the one harid, 
he had on the other as falfé’ opinions of a different éx- 
treme to confute’; for whilft thofe who were ftubbornly 
Zedlous in a mifappliéd devotion, hat loaded religion 
with contemptible pomp and fuperfluitics, a kind of 
‘ahionable infideliry prevailed among others, which 
tended'to’ the total dettruttion of it, Theft he com- 
fi bated 
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bated with thofe folid arguments which have in all fuc. 
ceeding times, in ages the moft enlightened by learn. 
ing, done the greateft honour to the moft fenfible ad. 
vocates for the being of a God, and the reafonablenefg 
of natural religion. | 

But the rifing reputation of Socrates foon procured 
him the envy of the Sopbifs, whofe audiences daily fell 
off, to attend his difcourfes ; but what ftill heightned 
their refentment, was the unwearied pains he fuccefg. 
fully took to confute their fophiftry, and detect their 
ignorance. This he did chiefly by introducing that 
method of reafoning called induéion, which by always 
interrogating, and never affirming any thing, inveft 
gated truth, without dogmatically afferting, it, and 
made the antagonift himfelf, before he was.aware, con- | 
fute his own ill-grourided_propofitions. 

The fame of Socrates increafing more and more, he 
was reforted to from all parts of Greece,. by the mot 
eminent and learned men: And though the common 
practice of the times allowed him to take a proper re 
ward for his labours, by which he might foon have a- 
quired immenfe riches; fuch was the difinterefted ge- 
nerofity of this benevolent man, that he would never 
receive, even in his greatef{t exigences, any pecuniary | 
confideration for his inftructions, i ! 

** Amidft this heart-enobling purfuit after wifdom— « | 
and virtue, amidft the careffes and almoft adoration of ' 

] 





the wifeft and beit men, the foul of Socrates was neve h 
elevated above the common concerns of private life, o 

the lefs engaging ftations of public fervice, by thit ' 
{cientifical affectation which has too often tainted th 
breafts of philofophers. For a military expedition 
being projected againft the Botians, he voluntatl 
embarked in the enterprize, being forward upon evel] 
opportunity, to prefer the call of his country to bi 
own private inclinations, The two armies joined bath 
at Delium, where the Athenians being overcome, 
a great havock made of their troops, Sccrates figitt 
lized his courage, both in the battle and in the retre#; 
in the latter, not flying as the reft of the army & 
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but retiring foot by:foot, with his face ftill cowards the 
enemy, when. perceiving. Xenophon thrown: from his 
horfe and wounded, he took him upon his. fhoulders, 
and carried him out of all danger.» By this action he 
did both the republic the higheft fervice in preferving 
the life of a.citizen, who was afterwards a noble thield 
and ornament to it, and gained to himielf.a moft unal- 


terable friend thro’ life, and.a-faithful hiftorian of his 


divine actions and precepts after his death.” 


Socrates,, after the conclufion. of this expedition, en- 


tered into another, in defence of his country, againft the 
Spartans, which being attended with the fame ill fuc- 


cefs, he returned to Athens, where he contiqued ‘till his 


- death, ) 


He now continued to profecute with greater ardour 
thanever, the work he had fo fuccefsfully begun. The 


divine fcience,of moral philofophy: began now, to pre» 
“vail over thefe.ufelefs refearches of the ftudy.of phylics, 
and aerial {peculations of an abfurd theology. Ov. this 
account, the priefts, and-fophifts finding, their gainful 


trades decreafe, purfued Socrates with a malice: propor- 


‘tioned. to the credit he bore. among{t the, belt of the 
people., Mean time, he, neither diicompofed by, their 
.calumnies, nor intimidated, by their menaces, em- 


ployed: his: whole time.in the cultivation of .his own 


~ heart, and thofe of his followers ; confining ~bis con- 


templations altogether to what was pious, what.impi- 
ous; whar juft, what unjuft; in which thole that’ were 
learned, he efteemed good and-deautiful; but thofe chat 
were ignorant, he thought might juftly be called faves. 
_ * Being thus accuftomed to. the good and beautiful 
in morals, he was led, fays our author, by. an aatica- 
ble intercourfe of ideas, to. look upon a handfome per- 
fon as the external mark of inward goodaefs,. which 
made itfelf thus vifible to theofight by che: correfpon- 
dent features of an amiable countenance, He there- 
fore gave the preference to thofe youths who were the 
moft beautiful, but above allto. Alcibiades, whom he 
purfued with the moft indefatigable induftry, to pre- 
vent his falling into thofe “deltructive plealures, to 
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which he was too much fubjected by the eafinefs of his 
temper, and unconrmon warmth of ‘his conttitution.” 
—Here our author enters into a vindication of this 
truly excellent and god-like man, with refpect to the 
unjuftifiable attempt of fome mean writers to blacken 
his memory, by a random and ridiculous charge of his 
having an unnatural affection for this young nobleman; 
A charge which Mr. Cooper entirely refutes, appealing 
to all the cotemporaries of Socrates who have wrote 
eoncérning him; and accounting for the ignorance or 
‘malice of his calumniators in after-ages, i 

Mr. Cooper concludes his /econd ‘book (N. B. we 
fhould have before obférved: that he had divided his 
work into five *) with that beautiful fable, the judg. 
ment'of Hercules, introduced by Socrates at the concly- 
fion of a coaverfation with Ariftippus, a libertine dif 
ciple ‘of his; in which virtue is perfonalized, and 
brought into a conteft with vice, each ftriving to cap- 
tivate the young hero: The painting in this maftet. 
piece of fiction, is indeed admirably rich; carrying dé 

‘{cription the utmoft lengths of imagination ; yet atthe | 
‘fame time never paffing the boundaries of nature. 

In ‘his third chapter, the author has a difquifition 
concerning the demon of Socrates, which he concludes 
to be nothing more than that inward fecling infepare 
ble from ‘the hearts of all wife and good men, which 
(excited at firft by probable conjectures of fature events, 
colleéted from a retrofpective view of the paft, anda 
confideration of the invariable conneétion of human 
contingencies) works itfelf by degrees even into ol 
conftitution, and gives the breaft an almoft prophetic 
fenfation of what ought to be done, before the flower 
faculties of the mind can prove the moral reétitude Of 
the condvé. . 

About the age of fifty, Socrates married a womab 
of the moft turbulent difpofition, named Xantippt, 
the only wife he ever had; who imade his home, © 
others a {weet afylum from the fatigues of life, oe 


* Each of which has an emblematical head-piece, engraved by 
Boitard ; as isthe head pf Socrates, prefixed tothe book. 
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aantinued fcene of difturbance, yet fhe could never, 
the frequently declared herfelf with vexation, ruffle 
the calm temper of her. patient husband: No, not 
when the perpetual noife and confufion created by her 
was joined by. all the attacks of his enemies, all the 
black ingratitude of his country. ae 

We pais over the hiftory of the election of Socra- 
tes into the general fenate of Athens; his noble, tho’ 
untuccefsful oppofition to the, barbarous: decree of a 
prieft-govern’d tribunal,* and his truly patriot con- 
duét during the tyranny of the oligarchy eftablifhed 
by Ly/ander the Lacedemonian general, who had con- 
quer’d the Athenians; we comenow, with our author, 
“¢ to that glorious conclufion, wherein after having fig- 
nalized lis invariable obedience to the great CREATOR 
of all things, by the ftri€teft performance of all moral 
duties, he compleated the commiffion of heaven, by 
fealing with his blood the teftimony he bore to the 
All-perfecét attributes of the Derry, and the unity of 
his undivided being.” 

In the opening of Book IV. the author enumerates 
the feveral plaufible pretexts which the enemies of 
Socrates made ufe of to excite a general, tho’ vulgar 
refentment againft him. To effect this, many injuri- 
ous circumftances concur’d : But for thefe we refer the 
reader to Mr. Cooper’s book; and proceed imme- 
diately to the grand: caufe and principal article on 
which he was arraign’d, viz. The doétrine of the 
unity of thedeity, and a more rational account of a 
retribution of future rewards and punifhments. 

One: Melitus laid his accufation in form before the 
magiftrates, who thereupon having given proper no- 
tice to the people, the court of Heliga was {ummoned, 
and the ufual number of citizens appointed. by lot for 
that purpofe to fit there.as judges of the cafe, 

On the day appointed for the trial, Socrates came 
before.the tribunal, not, with the:abject appearance of a 


" Mf By which the commanding officers of an Athenian fleet, which 
so: vittorious‘in ah engapement, were cruelly put to death, 
rot burying'the dead, from which they were bindred by a ftorm. 


H 3 criminal, 
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criminal, but with the dignity of a magiftrate, that 
was about to prefide in the affembly. .The accufatiog 
Jaid againft him, was 1/f, “ That he pry’d with an irre 
ligious curiofity' into what paffed in the heavens, and 
the bowels of the earth ; that he denied the gods of hig 
country, and boafted to be infpired by an ‘unknown 
God, or rather, that he owned no god at all, . 2dhy, 
That he corrupted the youth, by teaching them to 
defpife the Jaws, and the manner of electing magi- 
ftrates, and thereby render’d them violent difturbers 
of the publick peace,” . 

When Socrates had. anfwer’d to every particular, 
and confuted the accufers, even by their own confefa 
fions, which may be feen at large in the apology of 
the divine P/a’o, he concluded with a noble’ exhortati- 
on to his judges to determine according’ to law and | 
equity, and refufing to fupplicate for mercy, as was 
the cuftom. | 

When he had done fpeaking, it was put to the vote 
whether he was guilty or not; and the majority wert 


-againft him, His punifhment was to die by a 


draught of hemlock. As foon as this mad fentence was 
read in court, Socrates refuming his fpeech, feverely 
upbraided them for the whole of their proceedings 
againft him, foretcld them what would be the conte 
quence of putting him to death 5 and then with the 
ereateft compofure of mind, he entered upon a dif 
courfe on the apprehenfions of death which a good man 
ought to form ; not to look upon it as an evil, but as 
a welcome guide kindly come to conduct him to the 
regions of unalterable happinefs—We could with 
pleafure have tranfcribed this part of his fpeech, were 
it not too long. — As to his heroic behaviour in pr 
fon, before the execution of the fentence, we believe few 
of our readers are unacquainted with that remarkable 
part of his hiftory, To thofe who are curious to know 
what circumftances thereof are colle€ted by Mr. Cov 
per, we would recommend the perufal of his baok at 
Jarge, which cannot but give infinitely more fatisfaction 
than at beftan imperfect fetch, in fuch a work as.out 
Review, We 
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“We cannot, however, but note our author’s different 
explanation of the laft words of Socrates, from that of 
Racine the younger: fee the firft volume of the 
Monthly Review, p. 171. Mr. Cooper’s account of 
this matter is as follows. 

‘« Having walked about a little, according to the 
direction of the executioner, and perceiving his legs 
grow fliff with the effects of the poifon, he laid himfelf 
down upon the bed, and covering his head with his 
gown, continued for fome time filent in that pofture. 
But when the officer came to bind up his legs as they. 
grew dead, Socrates knowing that this man would re- 
port again what he heard him fpeak at that facred hour 
(as it. was. efteemed among the ancients) he according 
to his accuftomed compliance with the eftablifhed rites 
of his country, and with no other defign than not to 
difturb the weak minds of the people, lifted up his. 
robe, and looking upon Crito, I owe 4 cock, /aid be, 
to Efculapius, I defire you would not forget to perform 
this offering for me. Thefe were the laft words he faid, 
and.in a few: minutes after expired.” 

»To the above narration, Mr..Cooper adds in a note, 
(in which he encounters the different interpretations of 
various writers, as to the real meaning of Socrates in 
thefe his lat words) ** that he chofe rather by fuch ex- 
ternal compliance: with the religious ceremonies of his 
country, than by any particular diffention, to be the 
canfe of civil contentions, and perhaps the total fub- 
verfion of the eftablifhed laws, which were fo ftrongly 
united with the religion. For as he found it was’ im- 
poflible to eradicate all at once thefe vulgar prejudices, 
hevery well knew that a compliance of this fort with 
their fuperftitions, was. the moft likely method to ob- 
viate all that perfecution which might have followed 
his, difciples and friends after his death.* _ For this 
| : reafon; 
_* The very contrary of which however happened. For,‘ no 
fooner, fays Mr. Cooper, were, malice and envy buried in the urn 
with Socrates, than the,Athenians began to reflect upon. his’ emi- 
nent virtue and wifdom, and to adore the memory of ‘that “man 
how he wasdead, whom they had fo cruelly treated when he was 

o H 4 living. 
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reafon he left that glorious work which he had begun, 
to be fiuifhed by them as expeditioufly as the mind. : 
man could become weaned, as Jt were, from . thofe 
foolith notions, and fufceptible of receiving the truth,” 

We leave our readers to determine betwixt Racing 
and our author. The contrary lights thrown by thefe 
gentlemen cn the intention, of fo great a man inap 
affair of fo much confequence to his. fame, and, in. 
deed, to the honour of human nature.itfelf, deferve 
“eli to be confidered, and rightly. underitood. 


ARTICLE XLIV. 


An Effey on, Marriage, in a cautionary Epiftle to a yn 
Gentleman, wherein the Artifices and Foibles of 1 
Fair, and the Difadvantages and Difficulties of the mar. 
rigd State, are particularly enquired into. 8vo. Price ts, 
62 Pages. Printed for C. Corbet, Fleetftreet. 





ry AH IS: being a very ill-natured, as well as low 
and unfair invective againft women. and mattis 

mony, we cannot allow the author any further place 

in our work, , 





yw _- 


A Ronft for a Scots, Parfon. A new Song, with a Web, 
to the Reader, 8yo,.20 Pages for 6d, Printedsfa, 
Dickinion om Ludegate Hill. : 


TAHIS is a piece of perfonal abufe of forme partictl 
“BR Jar clergyman, a.curate, in or near London, ‘To 
the tune of Tie King, and Abbot of Canterbury: But 


living. A general mourning was decreed by the magiftrates, the 
fhiops and places of public refort were fhut up, and a ftatue of him 
of. bncmpearable, WOFKMARIDIP. was ereéted at the public expenge, 
in. the ‘moft-eminent part of the city. Nor did their.refpeét to. the 
memory, of this. ornament of mankind, énd here, for they Fe 
demned the infamons Me/itus to death, and banifhed the reft of bt 
acculers for ever from the flate, , 

: ereatly 
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greatly below that ancient piece of poetry, both in 


fpirit and verification. However, if the author’s cha- 
raéter of the curate be ayjuft»one, the /ubjef and the 


pen are indeed mutually worthy each other. A 


. 





™” 
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ARTICLE. XLVI. 


Fhe Elements of Aftronomy, deduced from Objervations, 
and demonfirated upon the mathematical Principles of 
the ‘Newtonian Philofophy: With praiical Rules 
whereby the principal Phenomena are determined: To 
which is annexed, A Treatife of Projection in general, 
defigned for Students in Univerfities. The whole tran-' 

ed fromthe French of M. pz La CartLe, Mem- 
ber of the Royal Academy: of Sciences at Paris, by’ 
Jonn Rosertson, F; R. S. with ‘Additions ahd’ 
Correétions communicated by the Author. Printed for 
J. Nourfe, at the Lamb oppofite Katherine-ftreet in 
the Strand, Ofavo, 390 Pages, and ten’ Copper 
Plates, Price 6s. bound. 


HIS ingenious performance is divided into fix 
fections, befides a preliminary treatife of fpheric 
trigonometry. | 

Sect, 1. Contains the firlt part of folar aftronomy ;, 
or an explanation of the principal phenomena as. they 
would appear to a fpectator placed in the centre of the 
fun. This feétion is divided into three chapters ; the 
firft treats of the fixed ttars;. the fecond explains the 
laws of the motions of the planets, and the third thofe 
of the comets, : . 

In the two laft chapters, the author has difcuffed fe- 
veral curious fubjects ; as-the- compofition*and refolu- 
tion of forces ; Newton’s method of interpolating obfer- 
vations, by numeral computations ; the laws_of central 
forces, &¢, But as it would carry us beypnd the limits 
of our plan to give extracts ofeach; we only give 
one of the method of interpolating obfervations, ad- 
Ging the alyebraic procefs, which the author has omitted. 


Let 
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© Let there be two feries of any quantities, 


mnapgry. 
abcde f. 


.* So that to each term of the -upper—feries, corre-. 
fponds a term in the lower one, deduced from the other 
according to a-certain law ; the terms of the firft feries 
are called roots, and their correfponding terms in the’ 
fecond feries correlatives. On thefe feries may be 
formed two quettions: 1. Another root x being fup- 
pofed ; required its correlative. 2. Any correlative y 
being fuppofed, what will be its root? ‘Che method of 
interpolation, «is the art of .refolving. thefe queftions. 

_If the-law. was known from whence ‘the-correlatives 
were deduced from their re{pective roots, the folution 
would be eafy ; otherwife a law muft be found corref- 
ponding to the two given feries. Sir Jfaac.Newton has 
given a general theorem to find this law, which may 
alfo be obtained as follows. . ‘ 

Suppofe rft. that the feries confift only of two terms 


m n > 
<> and the law of deriving each correlative from its 


a 
root 'is expreffed by. g + dy. : 

Where x reprefents any root, g and & are conftant 
quantities, whereon depend the values of a, b; to be 
determined by the following computation.” ; 


Lét 1 | x—m. 
then 2\¢ +hn=a 
Alfo let 3) x=n. 
| then _ 4) 2+hu=) 
2m) 5 <p b=— 
y sy } 
5++6 
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“ Therefore the law g+-bx will be 


The author then proceeds to fhew the method of 
finding the values of the conftant quantities, when the 
feries confifls of three or more terms; and obferves 
that by ‘* following the example of Sir J/aac Newton, 
each root may be taken as the abfcifs of a curve, and 
each correlative as the correfponding ordinate; and by 
thefe means this problem is folved : Through any number 
of given points to draw a curve of the parabolic kind,” 

And in order io facilitate the ufe of this method,’ 
the author has added calculations of the values of the 
conftant quantities g, b, k, /,-in the different. cafes 
which commonly happen, together with formule to 
find the roots correfponding to the leaft or greateft cor- 
relatives, and reciprocally ; according to the method’ 
de maximis EP minimis. : 

Se#. Il. Contains the firft part of terreftrial: aftro- 
nomy. Or an explanation of the principal celeftial 
phenomena feen from the earth. This Seé. is divided’ 
into four chapters. The firft explains the optic illufions 
caufed by the earth’s diurnal rotation on its axis. The 
fecond the optic illufions of the ftars, caufed' by the 
earth’s annual motion. The ¢hird the optic ’illufions 
caufed in the phenomena of the diurnal motion,’ by the 
pofition of the obferver‘on the earth’s furface: And 
the fourth the optic illufions caufed by the refraétion‘of 


the rays of light, in pafling through the atmofphere of 
the earth, 


In 









































































108 The MONTHLY REVIEM, 


In this feétion, among many other curious particus | 
lars, the author has given us the theory of epicycloids, 
with its application to orthographic projections. - To. 
gether with the method of Seeermigitg the aberrations 
of the fixed ftars; ahd the doétrine of parallaxes. 

Se, I11. Contains the fecond part of terreftrial aftro. 
nomy, rules for calculating the motions of the planets 
and comets, and the different methods for determin- 
ing their theory from obfervations made on the earth, 

Sea. 1V. Contains the fecond part of folar aftrono.. 
my. Or an explanation of the Jaws of the diurnal 
motions of the planets, as feen from the fun, 

Seé#. V. Contains the third part of folar aftronomy, 
or an explanation of the motions of the fecondary pla 
nets feen from the fun, 

Se, VI. Contains the third part of terreftrial aftro. 
nomy. Or an explanation of the theory of the moon 
feen from the earth; and, by analogy, that of the 
other fatellites feen from their primary planet. This 
Se. is divided into two chapters ; the frft explains the 
theory.of the rnoon’s motions, and the fecond the me- 
thod of calculating the eclipfes of the fatellites, as feen 
from, the furface of, their primary-planet, 

Jn the firft chapter, which contains a complete the 
ory of the moon’s mations, the auther confiders thé 
combination of the three phyfical caufes which alter 
the regularity of the moon’s motions, viz. the recit 
procal gravities of the fun, the earth, and the moon, 
explains, the effects of this combination,-and confides 
the inequalities which the gravitation of the mooi 
caufes in the earth’s motions. In the fecond chapter 
he explains the method of reprefenting. graphically ab 
the circumftances of folar and lunar eclipfes, and.thé 
occultations- of the fixed ftars by the moon. 

To the end of this work there is annexed a treatif § 
af projection, tranflated from a tract of the fame a 
thor, inthe memoits of the Royal Academy for the yea 

1744. In this treatife the author particularly confider 
the calculations from projections peculiar to eclipfesd 
the fun, and to occultations cf the fixed ftars by the 

moon. 
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gnoon. It is divided into two parts. The firft contains 


a general method to compute, from every conceivable 


‘projection of the fphere; wherein are alfo particularly 


exhibited the rules which concern folar eclipfes, and oc- 

caltations of fixed ftars by the moon, In the fecond is 

fhewn, befide the cormpatations from thé projection. 
1, How ta determine geometrically, the phafes of 


‘fuch eclipfes, by projcétion, and independent of pros 


ee How to correct the érfrors in aftronomicat tables, 
by calculations drawn from obfervatians, a 

3. How to find the difference of the meridians of 
two places, where the fame eclipfe has been obferved, 





-™ 


ARTICLE XLVIL 


A Leiter to a Member of Parliament, concerning the free 
Britith Fifheries ; with Draughts of a Herring Bufs 
and Nets, and the Harbour and Town of Peterhead. 
Printed for R. Spavan iw Ivy Lane, Offavo, Pages 
44. Price 1s. Od. 


— 


HE intention of this piece-is to recontmend the 
B fettlement of a fifhery, at prefent begun, on 
the coaft ef Scotland, and.the author tells us that ‘he 
has made: a circuit ef 1200. miles, ‘ in onder to get 
further light en the fubject of .the fifheries; .and- what 
has occurred worthy of abfervation he has thrown t0o- 
gether in his letter, to affift the legiflature in, forming 
proper ideas of the matter, and a icheme for the exe- 
cution of this favourite undertaking.’ 

He obferves the advantage we have over other na- 
tions with regard to our, fituation,. who neverthelefs 
draw prodigious advantage from their fitheries. “The 
Dutch, {ays he, with all their induftsy, cannot avail 
themfelves of thole advantages.which providence ten- 
ders to us: Our coa{t, from Zetland fouthward to the 
banks of Yarmouth, unfrequented,by us, may. be called 
their herring-pond 5 yet it affords them but one {tring 
to.their bow, and fometimes fails them, and neverthe- 


2 lefs 
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‘lefs they. have drawn fuch treafures from thence as tg 
“enable the ftates to affume to themfelyes the title of 
“bigh and mighty. On the other hand, we have many 
firings to our bow; many avenues are open to 
which cannot fail, though hitherto by fome fatality 
overlooked ; the truth of which will appear from what 
follows.” 

He then enumerates feveral places, where, at proper 
feafons of the year, there are prodigious quantities of 
herrings, and thence. concludes that ** if provilion wa 
made at different places, and prover buffes and veffek 
fent’ to. fearch for the herrings, we might be morally 
certain of a good fifhing every year.” * 

After a pretty long digreffion on the vigilance of 
the Frenchand Dutch, to improve this branch of com: 
merce, in which he introduces a letter from the late 
famous Dean Swift on this fubje&, he proceeds to point 

-out ‘the feveral, places where he believes it. would 
proper to fix the feveral ftaples or places for ftores and 
neceffaries. And as he apprehends Peterbead would 
be ‘of very great benefit, not only to the herring. 
fifhery, but alfo might, with proper improvements, be 
a good ftaple for the Greenland trade, he has annexed 
a large draught of the harbour and fea-coatt. | 

He next proceeds to fhew the great advantage which 
the public muft reap from this undertaking, and in 
order to that, gives us an extract of the duties payabk F 
on the different materials made ufe of in building 4 
bufs of fifty laft burthen for the herring fifhery ; and 
then adds, ** You fee (fays he) by the eftimate laid & 
fore you, that the revenue would receive, for evety 
herring bufs of 50 laft burthen, an addition of 1501 
fterling the firft year, and near 100/. fterling ever 
fucceeding year; befides which, the employing thet 
buffes in the cod, ling, and tufk-fifhing, will occafida 
the confumption of more materials; and. fo iacredk 
the revenue, as well as the riches of this nation: Whit 
is there then to hinder your being liberal, to encouragt 
this laudable undertaking ?” 

j 
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ARTICLE XLVI. 


ADefence of the Dutch againft the Imputations of Fraud, 
Cruelty, and Perfidioufnefs. “Shewing bow Dutch In- 
dufiry may become profitable to Great Britain in the 
Herring-ffbery , and this Kingdom reftored to a profpe- 
vous Condition, by good Oeconomy, and a more Poted 
Policy: Particularly. with regard to the Incroachments 
of France, and the Untraéiablene/s of Spain. Ta 
which is added, A Supplement relative to the Settlement 
of Nova Scotia, Offavo, 35 Pages, Price 1s. Printed 
for R. Spavan‘in:'Ivy Lane. ‘Car ee 


HE author, after having endeavoured to vindi- 

cate the Dutch from the afperfions caft on them 

by the Fool,* &c. ftrongly recommends our giving them 
encouragement to fettle on the northern coaft of Scot- 
land, which he apprehends would be of the greateft 
advantage to thefe kingdoms ; not only with regard to 
the eftablifhment of the herring-fifhery, but alfo to 
the civilizing the Highlanders, who being mixed with 
this induftrious people, will of courfe tafte of the 
{weets of induftry and a civil ‘life. ‘* This, fays he, 
will open new fources of wealth, root out all the feeds 
of ‘rebellion from,Scotland, and make a miferable people 
happy by a right application of their time and labour. 
And with refpeét to the Dutch, continues the author, 


- we-need only to open our arms, by giving eafy and 


obvious encouragements, which will induce the-beft, 
if not the greateit part of that people, to become one 
with us. Let them have the common rights and pri- 
vileges of Briti/b fubjeéts, with places of fettlements 
proper for trade, or fifheries, and we may reafonably 
expect, from their prefent circumftances, that all their 
rich merchants, and of courfe their ableft feamen, will 
foon retire to thefe kingdoms, as the beft fituation for 
commerce, the fanctuary for liberty, and of the pro- 
teftant religion, ‘Thus all the riches and ftrength of 
the United Provinces may, in due.time, be:added to 


* The author of the London Gazetteer; who writes under the 
chara&ter of the Foo/. 


our 


























ie Th’ MONTHLY REVIEW, 


our common fteck, together with the ‘herring and 
whalésfifberies, the trade of the. fpicesiflands, and sai] 


thofe other valuable branches which they enjoy, and 
other nations envy.’ , 


oe ®ve >» i 


ARTICLE. XLIX. 


The Squire and the Parfon: An Eclogue. Fol.) 4 
Pages. Price 6d. Printed for Dodfley. 


HERE isa good deal of humour in this Jittle 
piece, which is partly intended as,a burlefque.op 
the country gentlemen of Wesrern’s* kidney. The 
*fquire.in this eclogue is very well drawn, fitting-by 
his hall-fire, drinking, and inveighing againft nation- 
al grievances; in company with the parfon, who a 
zealoully. declaims again{t the progrefsof free- thinking, 
andthe decay,of church-power, : 
_ Theauthor is indeed guilty of a grofs indelicacy on 
introducing. the parfon into. the *{quire’s hall. t 
his own words, reader, but firft take out your {nuit 
box. 
‘s The gate now claps, as evening jult grew dark, 
Tray ftarts, and with a growl prepares to bark; 
Bur foon difcerning, with fagacious nofe, 





The well-known favour of the parfon’s éoes, 
Lays down his head, and finks in foft repofe. 


We humbly conceive that the dog, an animal of t 
niceft fmell, might as well have perceiv’d the Doétors 
approach, without any offence to his own nofe, of 
that of the reader, In truth, it isto be wifh’d. thi 
delicacy of expreffion were better obferv’d by moft wr 
ters, Our wits indeed are the greateft offenders in this 
way. ‘They feem tothink that provided they provoke 
rifibility, they are fuccefsful enough : But they fhould 
confider, that we are not always the beft pleas’d whe 
we laugh.— But to return to our poem, which it wou 
not be fair to quit, with fo fhort'a fpecimen. 

* A humorous character in Fielding’s Tom Fones. 


—f- Soame foneogy Jeg Par fot 
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Par. Why fits thou thus forlorn and dull, my 
fr iend, 
_ Now war’s rapacious reign is at an end? | 
Squire.. What’s peace, alas! in foreign parts to me ? 
At hiothe nor peace, nor plenty can I fee ; 
Joylefs, I hear drums, bells, and fiddles found, 
Tis all the fame-—— fcur fhillings in the pound. 
My wheels, tho’ old, are clog’d with a new tax 3 
My oaks, tho’ young, muft groan beneath the ax: 
My barn’s are half unthatch’d, until’d my houfe, 
Loft by this fatal ficknefs half my cows : 
See there’s the bill my !ate damn’d law-fuit coft ! 
Long as the land contended for, and loft : 
Ev’n Ormona’s head, I can frequent no more, 
So fhort my pocket is, fo long the fcore. 
At fhops all round I owe for fifty things, 
This comes of fetching Hanoverian kings. 
Par. .1 muft confefs, the times are bad indeed, 
No wonder, when we {carce believe our creed ; 
When purblind reafon’s deem’d the fureft guide, 
And heav’n-born. faith at her tribunal try’d ; 
When all church power is thought to make men 
flaves, ot gy : : 
Saints, martyrs, fathers, all call’d fools, or knaves. 
$y. . Come preach no more; but drink and hold 
- your tongue: 
I’m for the church :— but think the parfons wrong. 
Par. See there! free-thinking now fo rank is growns 
It fpreads infection thro’ each country-town ; 
Deiftic fcoffs fy round at rural boards, 
‘Squires, and their tenants too, profane as Lords; 
Vent impious jokes onév’ry: facred thing : 
54. Come drink ; ———~ | 
Par, Here’s to you then; to church and king : 


| §q. Here’s church and ‘king, I -haté:the-glafs fhould 


ftand, | ; 
..« Tho’ one takes tythes, and t’other taxes land. 

In the courfe of their dialogue, ‘thé fquite and par- 
fon begin to quarrel, but are-foon friends again, aad 
conclude with heartily toaftinga health to the déf. 

Vor. If, i . ZB ‘A’ Re 
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ARTICLE L. 


A Letter to the Rev. Mr, George Whitefield, octaf.'§ ful 
oned by bis Remarks on a Pamphlet, Entitled, The En. } bli 
thufiafm of the Methodifts and Papifts compar'd, | Ti 
Svo. 59 Pages.. Price 15. Printed for Cooper, | th’ 


i r 
VYANH E author of this pamphlet profefles himfelf ; 
a Layman; which his readers mightnothave | ~ 
fo certainly concluded, from the ftile and tenor of his 
performance ; from ‘which it appears that he is'a very 
vealous fon of the church of England, and the cham- Lo 
pion of that ‘church, againft all other churchés ‘in the § 
_ world, both thofe with which he is acquainted, ‘and : 
thofe with which he is not. He brings a railingace § ~ 
cufation againft the poor methodift-preachers for drive — 
ing their followers mad; and tells us that fome of : 
them have comtitted murders in Wales, and are'now 
hanging in ¢hains for it. —— This comes’of farfaking 
a religion eftablifh’d by law. In truth this writer 
does ‘not appear to be fo angry with the ‘methodifts 
‘for deviating from the-principles of the true ‘primitive 
church of Chrift, as for having the affurance to flight 
the eftablifh’d doctrines of the church of which he isa 
member.—— Ass to his animadverfions on Mr. White. 
field’s reply to the comparer, we have not room in. this 
number, for a particular view of them: f 
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ARTICLE LL | 
Memoirs of Mrs. Arabella W——t, Soewing the unkind pe 


By BeeearPwy 


Ujage foe received froman only Brother. The Caufedf rs 
ber coming to London, Ibe Manner in which fhe ‘was 
Seduced from the Iun'to a Houfe of ill Fame. ‘Hiw fi 
was there debauched, and confined two Years; and bow 
difpos’d of fince. 8vo. Price 1s. Printed for W. 
Reeve in Fleetftreet. T 


- in’any real fact, or is entirely fictitious, We 
have 


: W HE THER this ftory has its foundation § tar 
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pot been able to difcover from a bate pérufal of 
aie however that be, ’tis fo wretchédly told, fo 
full of idle puerilities and miferable inconfiftencies and 
blunders, that perhaps its equal has never appeat’d. 
The title-page, it muft be confefs’d, is artfully con- 
erivd; and may ferve to put us-in mind of the old 
proverb, ‘¢ Great cry, but'little wool.’ QZ 
peers . ' 





‘ARTICLE Li. 


the Elements of Trigonomietry. Containing she Proper- 
ties, Relations, and Caleulations of Sines,-Tangents, 


| Secants, 8c. The Dofrine of the Sphere, and the 


~ Principles of plain and fpberical Trigonometry. All 
plainly and clearly demonfirated, By W:Emerfon. 
* Printed for Innys, Paternofter-row. Offavo, Pages 
186, and fix Gopper Plates. Price 4.5. bound. 


HIS ingenious author, who is fufficiently known 
“g the fearned world by his curious treatife of 
fluxiohs, &?. has now given us ah entite fyftem 
of the theory and practice of trigonometry, both 
plain'andfpherical. In which he has folved the cafes 
of right-angled triangles arithmetically, logarithmeti- 
ally, ‘and algebraically ; and thofe of oblique-angled 
triangles logarithmetically and algebraically. 

We-fhall give the reader a few extracts from this 
performance, in order to enable him to form fome 
idea of the whole. | 
In Prop. ¥.- Seé#. 1. Book 1. (which treats of thé pro- 
perties of “fines, ‘ tangéents, fecants, Fc. of arches) after 
déthonftrating that. thé following quantities are réfpec- 
ively proportional, = : | 

Radius. + ‘Sine - (3 Co-fine.: 

- Secant =. :- Tangent «: Rela + 

Co.fecant : Radius : Cotangent. 


That'any four of thofe quantities whidh fortna tet. 
tangle, as, Rad : Sine : : Secant : T angent. Or Radius : 
" I 2 Cofine 


VFot DECE MBE R, 14409. 11 












16 Th MONTHLY REVIEW, 


 Cofine : : Secant : Radius, 8c. The author draws the 
following Scolium. | 


Let 4= any Arch, t=: Tangent. ¢= Co-fecant. 
y= Ridius. | t= Co-tangent, v= Verfed fine, 
$= Sine. f= Secant. V= Verl.S. Sup, 
¢=> Co-fine.. 


Then 
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‘© The converfed fine is eafily found expreffed by 
any of the reft, by only fubftracting the co-fine from 
radius.” 

In Se. 1. Book 11. The author confiders the rela- 
tions and feveral proportions among the fides and an- 
gles of plain triangles, We. fhall give the reader his 
folution of Prop. I. which is, that in any right-angled 
triangle, if the hypothenufe be = 4, and the difference. 
between the hypothenufe and bafe be = v, then the 

2U 


;  @ 
angle at the bafe will be = 57.29578 5 +o5 A 


wets C, &c. in degrees and minutes, where 
=,— 4, B,C, are the preceding terms,  ** For on the cen- 
y’ § ter C (the center of the angie at the bafe) defcribe the 
arch 4 D (4 is placed at the interfection of the perpen- 
dicular. and hypothenufe) then v is the verfed fine of 


the arch. 4D and radius 4, therefore (by Prob. 4. 


rr 
. I.) the arch AD = VY bot Tat sat 
5 


<2 3! 


1s! All 


al 


*9 
a C, &c. but as half the circumference 3.14159) : 





804D 
Bodeg.:: AD: eee “Ss degrees in the arch 4D = 


Dat 3.14159 
vie 1/9 x 4D, that is < ACD (the angle at the 


I 3 bafe) 
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bate) = 2222 » abo 4 wT A: Ge, = 57.2959 


_ 


2U Vv 


20 3"4 
v5 + oe | 


And in the fame curious manner has this ingenious 


author executed the whole work. _ We fhalt conclude’ 
this article by giving the reader his folution of cafe the | 


firft of right-angled plain triangles, viz. the angles and 
hypothenufe being given to find either of the fides. 


J. Arithmetically without tables. 


Let D = the degrees in the leffer angle ; then = 





IQR oo i Dp ay 
+ sSoog 212 * Hyp. : the leffer fide. 


zDD ae 
Ortitm moms: Hyp, : the greater fide, 


I. Logarithmically, by the tables of artificial 
fines, €7c. Rad. : Hyp. : : S. of an angle : op. fide. 

‘TH. Algebraically, by the tables of natural fines, &, 
Let the Hyp. = 4, the nat. fine of the’ angle-at the 
perpendicular = s, Rad. = 1. Then: b::57sbaoth 


bafe. fb. | 











ARTICLE LIIL 


Animadverfions upon the prefent Laws of England ; ar, 
An Effay to render them. more ufeful and lefs exp 
to all bis Majefty’s Subjefis. To which is added, ‘A 
Propofal for regulating the Pradtice, and reducing th 
Number of Attorwies, Sallicitars, &e. With a Sup 
plement, bumbly fubmitted to the ferious Confideration ¢ 
both wr of Parliament. Printed for M. Cooptt 

' dm Patet-Nofter-Row. 8vo. 68 Pages. Price 15. 4 


S this piece feems to be entirely calculated forthe 
‘W public benefit, we fhall take a more. particu 
and extenfive view of it, than we ufually dod 
pamphlets in general. 
The author profeffes to fympathize with many @ 
his Majefty’s fubjeCts, who occafionally are equitab 


{uitors or defendants in the courts of juftice, more 
F peciall 
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pecially. in chancery, oppreffed by the tedious proceed. 


ings there, which generally are intolerable ; and per- 
plexed, with cofts, for fums under 500 /. which fre- 
quently. are, greater, (including lofs of time and trade) 
than the fums fued for or, defended. / 

... This confideration induced: him to offer an effay to 
the great council of the kingdom, (the fole fource for 
redrefs) to, which, if a ferious attention be paid, the 
popular. exclamations of the Briti/h fubjects will be 
changed into univerfal congratulations.. 

The. bleffings of peace abroad we thankfully, fays 
he, enjoy, but the feries of inteftine litigations at home, 
interrupt our aunity and good neighbourhood, pro- 
ceeding from the foregoing and fubfequent caufes, aod 
producing many pernicious confequences ; for want of 
abridging proceedings in law and equity ; of extenuat- 
ing the expences of both, particularly for the fums 
which moft affect the commercial community ; and of 
regulating the practice, and reducing thc number of 
attornies, €F¢. ESc. 

He hopes, that his not being bred to the law, may 
apologize for the inaccuracy of the ftyle, as well as for 
the imperfection of the performance, which will be re- 
fumed and placed in a clearer light, by an hand equal 
to thatarduous and important tafk. 

If the propofed reformation fhould be effected, and 
in confequence reduce the prafice and profits of the 
lower clafs of the lawyers, and prevent the future 
increafe of their number, °’tis rational ‘to conclude, 
that it will promote both, to the honourable practition- 
ers, unlefs a more pacific difpofition fhould diffufe it- 
felf through the nation. 

But if part of the practice and profits of both, oc- 
cafionally fhould be reduced, experience teacheth, that 
no act, beneficial to the public, can be made without 
injury to individuals ; publick utility therefore fhould 

preferred before private intereft. 

He declares, that *twas fervice to the public, and 
NO prejudice to the practitioners, which induced him 
‘0 put pen to paper ; and if thofe who are beft quali- 
I 4 fied 
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fied will not Jead the van, fuch who are more’ inca‘! 
pable muft pave the way. ris Bt 

Thus much from the author's preface. In the fecond page 
of his effay, he remarks ‘* that daily experience fhewy 
our law-proceedings to be too tedious, too precati- 
ous, and too expenfive ; fo that, inftead of feafonably 
and reafonably relieving widows, orphans, ‘and others 
under oppreffion, the protracting the decifion, and 
multiplying the changes of fuit, hath rather augment. 
ed than alleviated, the mifery of the diftreffed's and 


too often, the total ruin of one party hath been com. | 


pleated, during fuch fuits.”’ 

** This hath intimidated many from: legally af 
ferting their juft rights, and hath produced the dimi- 
nution of the practitioner’s: bufinefs; which would in. 
creafe, were the proceedings upon more eafy and ex- 
peditious terms.” i? ae 
Fog, in the prefent pofture, the great profits of 
thofe gentlemen, and the requifite attendance on them, 
oppreis the induftrious, who fhculd enrich the com- 
munity ; and their proceedings, inftead of reconciling 
contending parties, relations, and neighbours, have 
{et them at greater variance ; their animofities being 
fomented, to the decreale of focial virtue, to the im- 
pairing the health, and unprofitably employing the 
time of both parties: Which to merchants, €¢. is 
equal, if not extremely more detrimental . than the 
cofts of fuit ; their bufinefs frequently declining, to 
the ruin of themfelves and families, and falling into 
- hands of others more attentive, and lefs incumber- 
€ » aii 

‘* Some of thofe inferior praCtitioners, not only inftt- 
gate the unwary to unjoft and unreafonable litigations, 
but, whilft their money lafts, diffuade them fromamt- 
cable and equitable accommodations ; and inftead of 
being peace makers, are promoting the breach thereof, 
even amongft the beft united friends.” 

The adminiftration and execution of the laws (cal- 
culated for the eafe and relief of the fubjeéts) being 
now become their greateft grievance and bet aha 
08 
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we muft both pray, and pay, and without our at- 
rte and’ shine theit’ clerks difpatch-money, 
there is no dependance. And if, after all, the, plain- 
tif gets judgment and execution, and the defendant 
rove folvent, and the fum fued for be but fmall, when 
counts'cofts; by writs of error, and other delays, 
ris common to fit down worfe than be began. For the 
lawyers gain the fubftance, when. the plaintiff gets the 
fhell. Is it not therefore neceffary to proportion’ the 
expences of fuit, to the fums fued for ?”? | 
«. And if fome of thofe gentlemen of indigent cir- 
cumftances and ‘indifferent morals, finger the-money- 
recovered, under all the foregoing and other not alcer- 
tained inconveniencies, *tis often as~difficult to get it 
out of their hands, as it was out of -his, from whom 
itwas recovered, And when a fraudulent debtor is 
fued for a large fum, he fpends, and obliges his credi- 
torto {pend his own money alfo ; and by thefe unrea- 
fonable procaftrinations, he contrives to fecret or alie- 
nate his effects, or remove them and himfelf into a. 
foreign country. Otherwife he makes a fraudulent 
compofition ; or, if he proves a bankrupt, there’s 
fcarce fo much as will defray. the expence of the com- 
miffion : Whereas had judgment and execution been 
fpeedily obtained, the debt would have been recovered.” 
Merchants, and tradefmen, by affidaous applicati- 
on, and great hazard, employ and enrich the commu- 
nity as well as themfelves : The firft bring wealth from 
the dominions of foreign princes, as well as from our 
diftant colonies ; and the others do it at fecond, or 


third hand ;- whereas few of the lawyers equally pro- 


mote the public utility in common’ with other fubjects, 
and in proportion to their profits. 

Their allegation, ‘* That they are ufeful to the mer- 
chants and tradéfmen by recovering their debts, there- 
by enabling them to carry On their trade and traffick,” 
would be of more validity, and come confirmed with 
greater certainty, were fuch recoveries procured at lefs 
expence of time and treafure: Then would that 
which is partly, be rendered wholly, ufeful. 

«© Thus 
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Thus envy. between the contending: parties, be 
ing, of fhort continuance, would make, lels impreffion, 
and. might with more eafe, and Icfs difficulty, be rooted 
out, and friendfhip, good neighbourhood, and _ atten. 
tion to induftry and bufinefs, fubftituted in , the 
thereof. And the decreafe of the number of lawyers 
would increafe our. national wealth, without diminih. 
ing, theirs, by employing them more ufefully, as 
as more laudably. | 

But the high court of chancery (which fhould dit 
penfe juftice, where the law hath made no, provifion, 
as well as both, when they. operate together). is. incon, 
teftably, the moft dilatory, as well as the moft expen. 
five-:. an oppreffion which many. of his majefty’s good 
fubjects have long laboured: under, and univerfally 
complained of ; infomuch that the interrogatory _ pro, 
verb hath not been more jocularly than pertinently 
propofed, to fuch, who with more precipitation, than 
precaution, refolved to engage in chancery. {uits. Wil 


yoube bung up fix or eight years in chancery ? Implying, | 


that his caufe may fo long depend there, yntil his purle 
and patience are exhaufted, his health impaired, and 
his perfon (by vexation) emaciated, like a fkeleton 
the ftudy of a phyfician, or an anatomy in the office 
of a furgeon: for the delay of juftice is faid to be the 
denial thereof, fince what is not. done in due time 
is not done, — ) : 


Fupitia procrafinatio, ejufdem fiat abnegatia, 


The original inftitution of that court was good ; but 
for fome.centuries it hath been egregioufly perverted; 
which verifies the proverb, That the .beft things being 
corrupted, become the worft.”® | 

** For ananfwer to, or an hearing upon a petition, 
can’t be obtained without a confiderable expence, an 
fome fuits, which have been commenced above fifty 
years, and gradually carried on at an expence fuperior 
to the real value of the eftates, fo litigated, (by 


the lawyers toffing the ball to the hands of each other) 
are 
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‘not yetdetermined, nor probably may for years to 
cal This is oceafioned by the exceffive length of 
bills, aid anfwers, and the frequent tautologics in — 
bath: by the unreafonable exceptions, and unnecef- 
fary objections made by a mafter in chancery againtt 
the? fufficiency of anfwers'; and by the evafive and 
expenfive delays contrived and praétifed in liquidating 
and adjufting accounts before him.»” 

«¢ To this may be added, the prodigious delay and 
immenfe expence incurred by bills of revival after the 
death of one party ; and by the firft appoinrment for 
trial, being poftponed 10.4 fecond, or a third, &e.”’ 

 Thefe inftances of grievance, being probations — 
of the patience of a fod, and the purle of aCrefus, 
are flagrant; and yet but few amongit the many. op- 
preffions of that court, ce... which, for. impartant 
reafons, aré not now recited ; and come fo:amply ‘at- 
tefted by the experience of the equitable fuitors, and 
of thofé who by litigious perfons are unjuftly: fued, that 
norhetorick is needful to explode them, nor to expa- 
tiate upon the neceffity of redrefling them. Andwhen 
a decree is obtained for an eftate: or debt, fome folici- 
tors, to make a long harveft for themfelves, and leave 
{mall gleanings for their clients, referve the obtaining 
of a decretal order for the cofts, until the cammence- 
ment, or near the conclufion of the fubfequent term. 
And when procured, the taxation, ufually referred to 
a mafter in chancery, is conftantly attended with a 
certain lofs of time, and frequently with perplexity 
and expence.”” 

“And forafmuch as fundry fuitors efteem the referring 
an adjuftment of accounts to a mafter, both precarious, 
8 tedious, and expenfive ; therefore they fay, it will be 
enacted, that every fuitor may have his option, in 
open court, to declare, whether the fame fhall be ad- 
jufted before a mafter, or by two merchants; if be- 
fore the latter, he then may nominate one, and the 
defendant the other, who legally may be bound to fe- 
crecy, and vefted with as ample authority, as any 
mafter hath done, or could do, Bur'if fuch accounts 
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require greater accomplifhments than fuch: merchanitg , 
are endowed with, or more leifure than they may conve. . 
niently fpare ; in either cafe, they can fubfticute ong | 
or two able accomprants, (under, obligation of fecrefy) ; 
to liquidate the fame, to whom a reafonable compenfa. | 
tion fhould be ordered by the conftituent, for his or 
their trouble, at the expence of the contending parties, , 
which accounts, when fettled, may be figned by fuch . 
merchants, and by them, and the accomptant, or ae- 
comptants, if any were deputed, and delivered with 
their report to the court, which will be of equal validi- 
ty, as. if given in and figned by a mafter in chancery, | 
This befides procuring greater difpatch,: at. lefs ex- 
pence, will prevent the inconvenient. depofition of, 
_ merchants books in the matfter’s office; and: the injurious. 
detention thereof when there; and will alfo, exonerate. 
them fromthe expence of paying for their lodging 
when returned.” | 
The further oppreffion: of that court, our author 
makes appear by fome very curious computations, 
from which the prodigious expence of chancery 
fuits, including lofs» of time, and non-attention to, 
bufinefs, if the parties are perfons in trade, are fhewn 
in fuch’a light, as is fufficient to fhock any reader, 
whofe heart is in the leaft fufceptible of benevolence; . 
or regard to the welfare of his country. From thefe. 
computations he fhews the neceflity of obliging per: 
fons by: act of parliament, to accommodate matters, 
for certain fums by arbitration.* Or by pointing 
a council of commerce in capital cities and corpora- 
tions of .*** merchants recommended by the May- 
or, and *** aldermen of each, to fit *** days per, 
month, or,*** days per year, to hear and determine 
commercial controverfies in a limited time, and at a low 
expence, After this, he introduces with fubmiffion, 
the following queries, viz. Whether, for. the greater 
difpatch of bufinefs, in the court of chancery, in term- 
time (when the chancery and parliamentary bufinels 
interfere) another {peaker to the houfe of Lords, pro 


* The eafy practicability of which} the author endeavours to 
make appear, by a fcheme, at large, in his fupplement. 


interim, 
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interim, might not be deputed? Or fome expedient 
found to prevent an injury tothe fuitors by fuch avo- 
cation, that. equity might be fooner and eafier obtain- 


jor whether two or three of the judges, with the 
attorney-general, might not be appointed to fit as 
affiftants, in the long vacation ; to whofe decifion 
particular caufes might be committed, until the bu- 
finefs. thereof. could be reduced. within reafonable 
bounds.”’ | 

Next follow fome animadverfions on ** the incon- 
veniencies refulting from law-proceedings, being in 
the Latin language ; from {pecial pleadings of the prac- 
titioners, whereby many. gentlemen have loft their 
eftates ; and from the exceflive number of attornies.’’ 
Alfo on the ineffectual means heretofore tried by aéts of 
parliament to remedy thofe evils, 

He then obferves, that it is computed, that, at 
leaft 60, fome fay 100,000 perfons: are lawyers, . their 
clerks, and. affiftants, or officers, in, and .dependants 
upon the courts of juftice in Weftminfter-Hall, the 
-dutchy of Lancafer, the great-feffions in Wales, or in 
other courts and places of South-Britain. — 

“ And, although it may be argued, fays he, that the 
employment of fuch numbers, fhould not .be difeou- 
raged ; yet if part thereof tend to the detriment of the 
nation, would not an employment of fuch part, more 
uleful to the public, and as beneficial to themfelves, 
merit a preferable confideration ?.”? 

** For prefuming that 40,000 adult perfons only in 
South-Britain, befides clerks, and apprentices, are 
yearly employed in one branch or other of the law, 
when 20,000 are now efteemed a competent, and’ up- 
on an increafe. of prudence.and pacification, will. be 
‘deemed an‘extravagant number , and, computing that 
each of thefe only exhauft by practice 100 J) which is 
-2,000,000 /.Sterling per ann.outof the induftry of mer- 
Shants, tradefmen, &c. though great numbers gain 
from one to 4000 /. per annum,’’. 


And 
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*¢ And provided that the identical number had beep 


bred, and apprenticed to merchandize, trades, aiid. 


manufactures, ufeful arts and fciences, they -might 
have acquired the fame fum of 2,000,0000 per annum, 
ormore, befides employing as great, or a greater nom- 
ber of iriduftrious poor, and their owa apprentices, by 
whom half that fum might have been gained.” . 

‘© This would have ‘made an additftion to the trevé. 
nue, which increafeth in proportion’ to the number 
of fubjeéts ufefully employed, and a difference of 
5,000,000 Sterling would annually have enfued to 
the national account of profit and lofs.” 4 
_ ** Therefore, (continues the author) "tis fard, that ah 

at will be. paffed, that the names of all councelfors, 
who practice at the bar, or in chambers, and of the 
ftudents in the Temple, and in the inns of court; afd 
alfo of the attornies and follicicors, their clerks, and 
apprentices, fhall be inrolled tn an office’for that pur 
pole; diftinguifhing the ftudents, apprentices and 
clerks, from the practifing councellors, attornies, and 
follicitors. That from and after the **** day ot 
eee a 00 **** for, and during the fpace of * 
years, wherein their ‘ftudies and clerkthips will te 
finifhed and expired. 

** Every councellor, who is not then admitted and 
enrolled, fhall annually pay to his majefty the fumof 
***** Hounds: and every attorney and folicitor, ‘the 
fum of **** pounds : which may prevent the increéafe 


of their number, and ‘diffuade parents from qualify- | 


ing their fons for thofe, and quicken their attention (0 
apply for employments, :as beneficial to themfelves, and 
more ufeful to the public,” fo. 

The author ‘very judicioufly remarks on the prac 
tice of parents of indigent circumftances, and indiffet- 
ent characters, who having, with great difficulty, procut- 
eda fmall accomplifhment of writing and claffical leart- 
ing for their fons, place them apprenticesto inferior or 
indigent practitioners or pettifoggers, who afpiring toat- 
quire equal fortunes with others who-are ‘niore aa 
delight 
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delight to fifh in troubled waters, ‘and abet litigious 
serfonsto cortcience vexatious {uits. 

6s ‘When fich, adds he, are ‘admitted ‘attornies, to 
ipraétife for themfelves, they frequently fall»into the 
fame trats, ‘with their face mafters, whether indigenc 
or opulent, and ‘wanting ‘experience, and innate ‘ho- 
néfty, Often'precipitately immerge their unwary ‘clients 
‘undér heavy loffes. 

But, if ‘faccéfsful in fuing, ‘their property is ren- 
defed ‘precatious in the hands of ‘agents, fo indigent, 
and enufed ‘to *fach: pernicious practices, 

For prévention whereof, and ‘for the non-admittance 
of exorbitant huimbers, ‘they fay, an act will be: pafied 
that'none fhall be admitted, or enrolled, without pre- 
‘viodfly ‘producing ‘one or two perfons'of undoubted 
‘fortane’and character, to give fecurity of * * * hundred 
pounds, with the attorney,’€%c. to the judge, ‘applied 
‘to ‘for fuch ‘admiffion, 'for the faichful difcharge of his 
duty to his ‘client, without illegal‘and unneceffary  de- 
lays'; for his duly and truly paying him, any fu 
‘Of ‘honey, which ‘he may recover or ‘receive for his 
account’; ‘or ‘for any error inproceedings, “which he 
‘fhall' commit to ‘his detriment: Which bond imay be 
regiftéred, at “thie ‘expéence of ‘the faid ‘attorney, or . 
folficitor, ‘for ‘the “fall -infpe€tion and ‘ample informa- 
ae ay’prefent, or future client, without fee' or re- 

"The ‘author ‘enomerates ‘the ¢afes in which -any 
Client fuftaining injuty°from the difhonefty’or' the bad 
management of his. attorney ‘or follititor, may, according, 
to this plan, | recover damagés from fuch ‘attorney, €8c. 
He'then transfets his confidetations to the extravagance 
‘and “impéfitions of the officers “and ‘their deputies: be- 
longing, to all the courts of juftice ‘in Wefminfter: Hall. 
This fubjet takes up eight of his pages, at the clofe 
of which, by way of exciting a noble emulation in the 
Britifo \esiflatare, he obferves, “* That foreign princes, 
who have not equally boafted of the éxcellency oftheir 
laws and conftitution, as we do of ours, particularly 
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Peter the-Great, and her- prefent impetial majefty of 


Rufia, the king of Denmark, as alfo. his prefent ma. 
jefty of Pruffia, have led the van, by reforming their 
courts of juftice; and ordaining, that. all law ~fui 
fhall be determined within the year in confequence 
whereof, 1500 have been ended in the dutchy of Cleve, 
within the lait; feveral {tates of Germany have followed 
his example ; the emprefs queen hath thought proper 
to introduce it into her hereditary dominions, andthe 
king of Sardinia into his; for which .purpofe, each 
hath appointed able commiffioners, to.confider of pro. 
per meafures to effec it, It is therefore. hoped, fince 
we did not prefcribe thofe princes the original, that 
we fhall not be afhamed to copy after them, , For wif 
nations, and individuals, are not averfe;to acknowledge 
errors, nor juft ones to rectify them when convinced; 
and it is better late than never.’ » shuts nil 
“© Wherefore, if his majefty, (the common - father 
of his people) whofe royal breatt is follicitous to relieve 
the opprefied, as well as to promote the filial felicityof 
his fubjeéts; whereof, (among{t many) he hath. grack 
ouily given one memorable inftance,. by reducing: the 
fees of the court of chancery ; would in his great wif 
dom:be pleafed to recommend to the! legiflaturey who 
are guardians of the liberties and properties of the peo 
-ple, the abfolute neceffity of abbreviating the proceed: 
ings at law, as well as of reducing the expences there 
of ;* Iam perfuaded, that the parliament would: 
themfelves in duty bound to his majefty, to themfelyes, 
and to their country, to concur therein, And although 
a ftrong torrent of oppofition might. proceed from 
fome gentlemen of the long robe, yet I am perfuaded, 
that other legiflative lawyers would facrifice. partol 
their private lucre, to promote an act of fuch public 
utility.”’ 4 


* For which a propofal which the author has added will, be of 
ferts, produce an infallible fyftem. Fy 


This 









—— es op 


Co oa ss Olu 









_ 
“ee 


ia SSS 6S SS ee eas eR 





Be PR eS Tee ae Oe at me 


For DECEMBER, 1749. 129 


* ‘This would, continues he, tranfmit the honour of 
the legiflature to the lateft pofterity, and make an il- 
lluftrious figure in the annals of his majefty’s reign s 
for which his fubjects, now under oppreffion, and 
thofe who probably (without a regulation) muft foon 
partake with them, and even children yet unborn, 
would call him bleffed.”* For the reft * of this well- 
defigned traét (for which the author deferves the thanks 
of the public) we refer our readers to the piece itfelf. 


oA 





ARTICLE. LV. 


Acritical DisseRTATION om Genefis, chap. ii, ver. 5. 
wherein the DocTRINE of the Trinity, and their 
CREATIVE Power, is exprefsly afferted and revealed, 
Sc. Printed for W. Owen, Temple Bar, Pages 63, 
Price one Shilling. 


HE chief defign of the author of this pamphlet, 

is to vindicate the doétrine of the trinity from 
the charge of novelty; which he does, by fhewing 
that the ews, and from them the P/atonifts, were not 
ignorant of it. In the introduction he rallies the felf- 
lufficiency of the Deiffs, and the inconfiftency of the 
4rians, Thefe laft, fays he, upon the fame‘ grounds 
that they deny the divinity of the Son and Holy Ghoft, 
muft likewife deny the exiftence of one divine, felf- 
exiftent Being, the one being equally incomprehenfible — 
with the other. He enlarges on the {mall extent of 
human knowledge, how impoffible it is for the higheft 
order of creatures to comprehend the unfearchable ef- 
lence of God, and much lefs man, whofe knowledge 
of created things is but very fuperficial and inade- 
quate, 

As to the Fews, ‘* the true reafon, fays he, why they 
are offended at our doétrine of the trinity, is their con- 
founding the terms, perfons and fubjtances, imagining 
that we believe there are three diftinét fubftances ; bue 
in this they grofsly miftake us; for we confider thefe 

* Which is 2 es. 
Vou, II. : K seias three 
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three divine perfons, as of the fame effence ; of .the 
fame eternal exiftence and duration, differing only jg 
perfonality : Yet not fo differing as to imply or fig. 
nify any proper inferiority or fubyection, fuch ag 5 
that between fupreme and inferior authorities among 
us.” 

Having fhewn the abfurdity of fuppofing the thre 
perfons of the holy trinity, to be as many diftinét, ne 
ceffary, and felf-exiftent effences ; the author proceeds 
to lay down a proof of their divinity from fcripture, Ag 
to that of the father, fays he, ‘‘ there are few, if any, either 
of thofe who believe in, or reject a divine revelation, 
that dovbt of it, The works of nature difcover it, 
and revelation abundantly confirms it to be an unquef 
tionable truth. Every page of the facred volumeis 
full of it; fo that the author does not think it nece 
to infift on a truth, the proofs for which are fo obyi- 
ous from reafon and revelation, that a perfon even of 
the meaneft capacity, can be neither ignorant of, or 
-mifunderftand them.” , 

The divine nature of the fon, though attefted and 
confirmed by almoft the fame variety of proofs as the 
father’s, has met with a quite different reception ; and 
therefore the author produces, and briefly explain 
‘fome texts in confirmation of it, fuch as St. Fobm x. 30, 
and Coloff. i. 15. Chrift’s divinity is likewife proved 
‘from the nature of his mediatorial office, and the 
power he had, not only of working miracles himfelf, 
but of communicating that power to others, 

The divinity of the Holy Ghoft having met with 
the fame unfavourable reception ; and the fcripture 
being charged with a defect as to this particular: The 
author, to obviate the fallacy of this obje€tion, products 
fome texts in proof of it; which, in his opinion, appedt 
unexceptionable, fuch as Masthew xil.31.and 47s v.4. 
After this the opinions of the antient Fews, concetts 
ing a plurality of perfons fubfifting in the godhead att 
explained. Pdilo, fays he, ‘a Yew of great note and ant 
quity, plainly expreffes the holy trinity, under the title 
of Him who is, and his ‘wo powers, He gives att 
prefentatiol 
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prefentation of the divine nature; under the ideas of 


tree and one ; he gives to the swo powers of Him who 
is, the titles of God and Lord ; he puts men upon fup- 
plicating thefe two powers, and affirms, that they are 
no more circumfcribed than He whois; in fhort, he 
agrees with chriftians in afcribing creation and provi- 
denceto the word.” And that the antient Zews believed 
the Holy Ghoft to be a divine perfon, is evident from 
the following, among other paflages mentioned by our 
author, Fudith xvi. 14. Let all creatures ferve thee, for 
thou foakeft, and they were made, thou didft fend forth thy 
firit, and it created them. The objection aguinft the 
divinity of the Holy Ghoft, from his not being men- 
tioned in the beginning of St. Fobn’s gofpel, is fully 
anfwered, 

Next follows an account of P/ato’s trinity, ‘* who, 
according to Numenius, an heathen philofopher, had 
learnt in Egypt the doctrine of the Hebrews, during 
his tay there for thirteen years. Apuleius alfo, one of 
his difciples, affirms, that he went thither, wut inde 
Prophetarum ritus addifceret. And Valerius Maximus, 
that he learnt of the priefts, lib. 8. cap. 7.—Now that 
the divine Aoyos, or word, was well known to Plato, 
is fufficiently clear from that remarkable fpeech of Ame- 
ius, who, upon reading the firft verfes of S¢. Fobn’s 
gofpel, and heavily complaining that the evangelift 
had tranfcribed the myfteries of Plato, cried out, by 
Jove, the Barbarian is of our Plato’s mind, that the 
word of God is conftituted in the order of a principle. 
—The characters by which Plato expreffes and diftin- 
guifhes, his perfons are thefe, ro Ayabov, Nous, (elfe- 
where called Aoyos) and uyy. That each of thefe 
was held by him to be divine, appears from the attri- 
butes he afcribes to them. The firft is the author of 
itience and truth, and gives the power to know it; he 
Sthe ro ov mes, the zo ovrwe ov. The fecond is ftiled 
the maker of the world, The third rwv tavray Tpecbu- 


"AMM, Kes apyy nivycews i, e. the firft of all things, and: 


Principle of motion.—The reafon wiiy fome learned 
men look upon thefe principles of Plato, only as vir- 
\ 2 tues, 
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tues, powers, or attributes, is accounted for 
author from the confufed, intricate, and ambiguous 
manner that Plato and other philofophers, were obliged 
to exprefs fuch of their doctrines as contradicted the 
heathen theology. ** Hence it is, fays he, that in fom 
places it isnot eafy to diftinguifh the Platonic perfons 
from powers only. His having been initiated in the 
myfteries obliged him to fecrecy, and fear of publi 
difpleafure and punifhment, deterred him from deliver. 
ing thefe notions in terms that were plain and difting.” 
Our author here makes a very uleful remark con. 
cerning the Hebrew points, and the neceffity theres 
of undertaking a new tranflation of the fcripturc, 
*¢ Our many {chifms and divifions, fays he, were prin. 
cipally occafioned by the miftakes occuring in ou 
tranflation, Each party quotes {cripture to juttify their 
tenets, however abfurd and ridiculous. Thus do weak 
and undifcerning minds, eafily fuck in prejudices ab 
folutely deftructive of all religion. What defign there. 
fore, can more truly promote the honour of God, and 
the intereft of mankind in general, than to revife and 
correct the prefent tranflation, and make it more com 
fiftent with the Hebrew text ?—And what is it that cal 
obftruct fo noble a defign? We have men amongftu 
of approved abilities and fkill in this, and the othet 
orienta] languages, which are previoufly neceflary to 
wards the perfecting fuch a work,—The prefent on 
ginal, he ob/erves, without any alteration of the vowel 
will undoubtedly admit the fenfe our tranflations have 
given it. But yet that does not appear to be the tnt 
and genuine meaning of it, becaufe not fo natural, a0 
fo well connected with the preceding verfes, as the it 
terpretation he has given of the ift verfe of the i. ® 
Genefis ; which in our tranflation is, Thus the beavis 
and the earth were finifbed, and all the boft of thi 
Now bhecaufe there is no neceflity to read by any pa 
ticular points which may be varied at pleafure, andé 
the fenfe fhall feem beft to require it; our authoy 
choofes to render the above paflage thus, Jn this mit 
ner, they (i, €. the ever bleffed trinity, ) perfeltly fini 
the heavens and the earth, and all the boft of ikem. Alte 
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giving the reafons for this interpretation, he illuftrates 
the following fimilar paffage, Pf xxxili. 6. By the 


of them by the breath of bis mouth ; which according to 
him fhould be tranflated, By the fon of Jehovah were the . 
heavens made, and all the boft of them by the {pirit of bis 
mouth; or boly fpirit.” 

From all which our author thinks he has made it 
fuftici¢ntly evident, “* that long before the appearance of 
Chrift, a notion of a plurality in the Godhead prevailed, 
both among Fews and Heathens; that this plurality 
was confined to a trinity ; that each of thefe perfons 
was divine, uncreated, and eternal; that thefe notions 
were borrowed from, or founded on the Mofaic writ- 
ings ; that Mo/es ufes fuch expreffions as muft necefla- 
rily infer a plurality; that all thefe perfons were equally 
concerned in the creation ; and that the above paflage 
of Genefis, with others that might be mentioned, do 
confirm the fame.’’—He concludes with advifing the 
Arians, with fome warmth, to confider how inconfiftent 
it is to believe the holy fcriptures, and yet reject truths 
fo plainly revealed in them. 

There is added, by way of appendix, an illuftration 
of that obfcure paffage in 1 Sam, xxxvili.1. I few 
Gods afcending out of the earth, We fhall only obferve 


here, that he makes this to have been the apparition of 
fome evil: fpirit. Wy’ 
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ARTICLE LVI. 


An Occafional Ode, by Capt. Mandey, Quarto. Printed 
entirely on blue Paper, and fold for 1s. though only 1 
Pages. Advertifed to be bad at all the Shops. 


M*. DEY is fuppofed to be a fictitious name. 
The ode is wrote in the Pindarick ftrain; and 
intended for a birth-day. It was publifhed on the 20th 
of December 174g But the books were all called in 
the next day, and few, if any were fold, the pamphlet- 
hops being carefully on their guard againft the king’s 
— s, who have been of late uncommonly induf- 
us. 


+ Sas porsr44 LloenKe fer Crh cay. A R- 
{ 





134. The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


ARTICLE LVI. 


The Philofophical Tranfactions, N° 487, for the Months 
of April, May, and Part of June 1748. Price 25, 


Eyer publication confifts of 105 pages, befide the 
table of contents; and one copper plate, which 
contains three figures. The firft of thefe reprefentsa 
fpecies of caterpillar, which feeds on the corne]-tree, 
The {cond exhibits three views of a beautiful foffil, 
found in the fhell of a nautilus, the third is of a di- 
ftempered roach, with a peculiar fort of fibrils growing 
out of the difeafed part ; and another view of a fmall 
number of them feparated from the body of the fith, 

The more remarkable articles in this number are 
thele, ) 

Art. I. contains a propofal from Dr. Hales, for 
checking in fome degree the progrefs of fires, by means 
of covering the floors of the adjoining houfes with 
earth. The propofal is founded on an experiment which 
the doctor made on a fir board of half an inch thick, 
a part of which being covered with an inch depth of 
damp garden mould ; and a fire made upon it on the 
furface of the mould ; though the fire was kept up by 
frequent blowing, it was two hours before the board 
was burnt through, though fupported from touching 
the ground in the part; the earth all the time hinder 
ing the board from flaming. The doétor propofes 
from this experiment, the covering all the floois of the 
houfes in danger with earth; and though he allows that 
the thicker the earth is laid the better, yet he fays, al 
inch depth will in general fuffice, only that the ftairs 
fhould be deeper covered, as the fire generally afcends 
quickeft by them. . 

«» Ihe reputation this gent!eman has defervedly at 
quired by his writings, may give a weight to this fcheme 
that it would otherwife want: It being eafy to object © 
it, that the confofion of the inhabitants on thefe tert 
ble occafions, and the difficulty of procuring earth, 
and Jabourers to carry it, would be apt to prevent i 
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ever being put into practice. The places the doctor 
propofes for fupplying the earch, feem not adequate to 
the urgency of the occafion, The ftreets are not eafily 
unpaved, many houfes have no back yards; and cellars 
feem but bad places to dig a fufficient quantity from ; 
not to mention the great difference between a charcoal- 
fire and fo terrible a conflagration, or that the floors 
are not always the firft part of a ‘houfe that take fire 
from an adjoining one. ; 

Art, 3. An account from Mr. Skel/on of a peculiar 
caterpillar of a greenifh colour, which breeds on the 
cornel-tree, and feeds very voracioufly on its leaves, 
This creature moving very nimbly, leaves every where 
after it a fine white thread, marking its progrefs, A 
number of thefe animals feeding on the fame tree, and 
leaving thefe threads behind them wherever they have 

ffed, form by degrees a covering for the whole tree, 
rom the ground to the flendereft twigs, which is of a 
fine glofly white colour, and gives it an appearance as 
if it was covered with burnifhed filver. 

Art. 4. Contains an account of the everlafting facred 
fire in Perfia, which the Gavers worfhip ; it is commu. 
nicated from Dr. Mounfey, phyfician to the Czarina’s 
army, in a letter to Mr. Baker. 

The perpetual fire rifes out of the ground, in the pe- 
ninfula of Abfcheron, about twenty miles from, Beaks, 
and three miles from the Ca/pian fhore. ‘ The ground 
is rocky there, but has a fhallow covering of earth over 
it: If a little of the furface be any where fcraped off, 
and fire applied to the hollow, it catches flame imme. 
diately, and burns without diminution almoft without 
confumption ; nor is ever extinguifhed, except fome 
cold earth be thrown over it, by which it is eafily put 
out at any time. . There is a fpot of ground of about 
the extent of two Engl:/b miles which has this wonder- 
ful property: There are many places in it where the 
earth continually ‘burns; but the principal is a hole 
about four foot deep, and fourteen in diameter. This 
fire is worfhipped, and is faid to have burnt many 
thoufand years, The cracks in the walls of the build- 
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ing in which the religious live, are covered with flame, 
if a candle be held to them; and when there is occa. 
fion for a fmall light, no more is en than to ftick 
one end of a piece of reed in the ground, and apply a 
lighted candle to the other ; there will a flame kindle at 
the top of the reed, and burn till it is extinguifhed, by 
covering it, They burn ftones into lime by filling a 
hole in the ground with a heap of them, and then 
bringing a lighted candle to the hole, the fire kindles, 
and in about three days burns the {tones fufficiently, 
Jt is remarkable that this fame, how great foever the 
quantity be, gives neither fmoke nor fmell. There is 
@ great quantity of naphtha all about the place, though 
none is produced immediately where the fire 1s. 

»*, There is no more in this facred and adored 
phznomenon, than that an inflammable vapour ifluss 
in abundance out of the ground in this place. We 
have the fame in England, in four or five places; the 
moft remarkable of which is in Shropfbire. In Daw 
phiny and fome other paris of France, the furface of 
feveral fprings takes fire in the fame manner on th 
approach of a candle, the water itfelf fcarce being 
warmed by the fame, though to common obfervers it 
feems itfelf to be on fire. : 

The world is indebted to this gentleman for a better 
account of the Perfian inftance of this not uncommon 
phenomenon, than has been before any where pub. 
lifhed. 

Art. 6. contains feveral ways of preferving birds ir 
tended to be kept as fpecimens of the feveral fpeciesin 
the cabinets of the curious. The author is Mr. D 
Reaumur, a perfon to whom the world has been oblig: 
ed for many excellent treatifes, and particularly fora 
hiftory of infeéts, by much the beft work of the kind 
ever publifhed. He mentions four methods of prt 
ferving birds, the firft by ftuffing the fkins with tht 
feathers carefully preferved on them, with wool, fas 
or the like. The fecond is by putting them into glafls 
with fpirit of wine; the third by embalming them! 
countries where fpices and the other neceffary mate 
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for fach a procefs are cheap; but the fourth, which is 


by much. the cheapeft, eafielt, and readieft of all,. is 
only by putting them into an oven after the bread is 
taken out, This heat is known not to be too great by 
putting in firft a few loofe feathers ; if they ftand it 
pninjured, the birds will be fafe. Small birds are fuffi- 
ciently dried in an hour or two, the larger require 
more time; if they are baked too much, the fich 
about the rump is apt to grow brittle, 

Art, 7. Concerns the foffil nautilus; but there is lit- 
tle more faid of it, than that there is a figure of it in 
the plate. 

_ ,*, It is fomewhat fingular, that this and feveral other 
fhells, which in their prefent ftate are not found on 
our fhores, fhould be fo frequently met with buried at 
vaft depths in the ftrata of earth, of which the ifland 
is compofed. : 

This was found in Derbyfbire, in its prefent ftate ; 
et when the fhell in which it was found was inhabited 
y a living animal, there is no doubt but its refidence 

was among the iflands of the Archipelago, no f{pecies of 
this thick nautilus, or nautilus Grecorum, as the natu- 
ralifts call ir, being found at this time, or according to 
natural hiftorians, ever having been found liviog any 
hearer us, 

Surely there needs no greater proof of the truth of 
the facred account of an univerfal deluge, than that 
we find thefe evidences of the very fubftance of the 
earth under our feet, having been once a fluid mud 
to a vaft depth, and having received and lodged in its 
bofom, fubftances brought fo many thoufand leagues 
from their native places, by a fluid that muft necefia- 
rily have covered all the intermediate f{pace. 

Art, 8. Gives an account of a mortification in the 
tail of a roach, brought on by cutting off a part of the 
fin: This generally happens, as Mr. Arderen obferves, 
from the operation if performed on the animal in an 
imprifoned ftate, as his was, which was kept in a jar 5 
it gradually creeps upward till it reaches the inteftines, 
at which time it becomes fatal to the fifh, What is 


fingular 


































































138 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


fingular in it is, that the mortification is attended with 
the growth of a vaft number of fibrils from the di- 
feafed part, which are fo many tubes filled with 4 
brownith liquor. 


Art. 9. gives an account of the nap of a fuftian. 


frock, which a boy wore while he was electrified, tak- 
ing fire from the effect of the machine. The experi- 
ment was repeated with the fame fuccefs, and is the 
more to be regarded, as it has generally been fuppofed 
that nothing could be fet on fire by eleétricity but what 
emitted vapours, which. appears not to have been at 
all the cafe here. | 

The reft of the articles are, 1. Some very accurate 
obfervations of Mr. Grabam, on the quantity of the 
variation of the magnetick horizontal needle to the 
weftward. 2. Some obfervations on the refpiration of 
caterpillars, abftracted from a paper of Mr. Bonet’s of 
Geneva. 3. An account from Dr. Huxbam, of a child 
born‘ with an extraordinary tumour near the anus, 
which contained fome rudiments of an embryo in it. 
4. A letter froin Mr. Simp/on on the fubject of the 
fiuents of multinomials. 5. An account of the weather 
in South Carolina, with fome accurate tables of meteoro- 
logical obfervations at Charles Town. 6. An abftratt 
of the bills of mortality in Bridge Town, Barbadoes, for 
feveral years. 7. Elements of fhort hand ‘by Mr. 
Feake, a paper of very confiderable merit. And 8. An 
abftraét given by the ingenious Mr. Wat/on, of a very 
valuable book lately publifhed by Dr. Browning, on the 
fubject of making the various kinds of culinary falt; a 
work that does honour to the author, and may be of 
very confiderable ufe to the nation, efpecially at a time 
when the Britijb fifheries are likely to be put upon a 
better footing than they have been for many years, An 


extract of this book will be given in our next. Hk 
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ARTICLE LVI 


A fort History of the Common Prayer, &e. 
Printed for R, Griffiths, a¢ the Dunciad, in St, Paul’s 
Church-yard, Pages 74. Price 15. 


H1S pamphlet gives an account of the firftcom- 

piling of ‘the common prayer, with the’ feveral 
amendments, reviews, and alterations it: has fince un-° 
dergone’; in relating which facts, particular care has 
been taken, to advance nothing without fufficient‘au- 
thority ; which, on every occafion, is referred to. The 
whole is animated by a fpirit of piety, chriftian cha- 
rity, and moderation ; and is calculated to facilitate a 
further reformation and improvement of our liturgy 
from every reafonable exception, by laying before the 
public a narrative of what has formerly been done’in 
that way : For, as our author obferves, ** precedents in 
general are well efteemed, efpecially when founded on 
the reafon of things, and not productive of any ill 
confequences.”” Should this propofal for revifing the 
common prayer take place, as there is great reafon-to | 
hope it will, with what additional luftre would the 
church of England fhine? All objections removed, all 
unreafonable reftrictions of chriftian liberty taken away, 
would not the members of our church be more firmly 
united by the bands of love and charity, than by any 
other means whatever? All men would then know 
that we were the true difciples of Chrift, by our loving 
one another. 

*Tis not our author’s fault, if the intended revifal 
fail of the defired fuccefs; he recommends it in fo 
flrong and affecting a manner, as plainly fhows he had 
the thing much at heart. After giving a brief account 
of the firft attempts of this kind, which were attended 
with fuccefs, he comes to that made in 1689, and in- 
fitson it at length ; many of the amendments then 
Ptopofed are mentioned, their expediency and reafon- 
ablenefs fet forth, and the caufes of its final mifcarry- 
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ing fhown to be prejudice, private views and refent. 
ment among the clergy. 

On this melancholy fubject,; we cannot help addin 
a few reflexions to what our author has faid. Sha 
privaté intereit, and finifter views, however, veiled 
under the pretence of religion, and zeal for the church, 
obftruct an undertaking calculated to — the pb- 
spy: oF religion, the grand concern of all men? And 

| this be the work of the preachers of the gofpel of 
peace? Tantene animis calefibus ire? O telk it not, 
left the adverfary blafpheme! But better things may be 
expected, from the wifdom and moderation of oot 
prefent bifhops and clergy ; they have feen the fad in- 
creafe of profanenefs, immorality, and a contempt for 
all. revealed religion, and cannot be ignorant of its 
cavfe ; they muit certainly know, that mankind will 
not be fatished with mere pretence, as being too quick- 
fighted now adays not to fee through the difguife, 
Befides, our Saviour has given us an infallible rule, by 
which to judge of the fincerity of thofe who call 
themfelves prophets; dy their frusts ye /hall know them: 

After anfwering fome letters! againft the propofal, 
publifhed in the magazines, our author offers a great 
many reafons for revifing the common prayer, ** When 
a book, fays he, is publifhed, with what caution and 
circum{pection is every thought, every expreffion, 
weighed in the fcale of truth andreafon, before it be 
expofed to public view ?—And in all fubfequent ede 
tions, with what folicitous care is every flip or miftake 
altered and amended, that it may appear ftill more 
perfect and compleat? Now what reafon can be affigned 
that there fhould not be the fame or greater care taken, 
in: what relates'to the doctrines of religious truths, and 
the parts of religious worfhip? Are we to permit mr 
ftakes in the tranflation of our bible, in the language 
of our public prayers, in the offices of the church, t 
continue without corre¢tion, only becaufe it concerts 
matters of religion? Should we enjoin our liturgy and 
articles to be fubfcribed in the moft folemn manner, 
when, 2t the fame time, the moft learned and belt 
men 
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men of our church with great ingenuity admit, that 
many particulars require alteration and amendments 
pot only in regard to the change ef language in our li- 
turgy, Which is very material 5 but alfo with refpect 
to the articles of religion, many of which are not now 
received in the fame fenfe, as when firft compofed and 
enjoined ?”” 

He goes on to recommend this important attempt, 
in the moft affecting manner. ‘* Weobferve, fays he, 
the college of phyficians frequently to review and alter 
their difpenfatory ; and whoever complains chat this 
has been injurious to the art of medicine, or the prac 
tice of phyfic, or blames their conduct for fo doing ? 
Who ever blamed, or reflected on the bifhops for the 
alterations they made in 1661?—-And can it be more 
dangerous to take one review now, in about ninety or 
an hundred years, than it was to take fixteen formerly, 
in the fame courfe of time ?—To exprefs our zeal, our 
warmth, and even our prejudices, in favour of what is 
fo laudable, fo commendable, and praife-worthy, may 
tend to make our infidels become believers ; and, per- 
haps, papifts turn proteftants. This will, however, 
more fully convince them, that we are real chriftians, 
and true church of England men. This will tend more 
to the conviction of their errors, than if all our bifhops 
and divines were to write againft them.—-1 want words, 
fays our author, to exprefs the fentiments of my heart, 
to inforce in the moft pathetic, the moft moving, and 
perfuafive manner, this noble defign ; and thereby to 
influence and prevail on the minds of others moft hear- 
tily to join in promoting what will fo highly conduce 
to God’s honour and glory, and the fincere practice of 
true religion,” 

The author makes many judicious remarks for re- 
moving all difficulties that may occur in this undertak- 
ing; and propofes feveral methods for putting it in 
execution, one of which is, ** that whatfoever fhould be 
fettled and agreed upon by the commiffioners appointed 
for that purpofe, might be publifhed by them, to fee 
What realonable objections could be made thereto, in 

order 
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order to their being altered ; and that their determi. 
nations thus examined and amended, fhould formally 
pafs the’ convocation, or otherwife be eftablifhed by 
act of parliament.” 

By what has been faid, the reader will be able to form 
a pretty juft idea of this pamphlet; and therefore we 
fhall only mention the following paflage, as a proof of 
the author’s good intention, and earneft defire to give 
offence to none. If, fayshe, *‘ our bifhops and clergy 
expect the laity to regard their inftruction, fo as to ob- 
ferve and practife the duties they recommend in their 
fermons, preached and publifhed; will not the laity 
think it equally juft and reafonable, that they them- 
felves fhould be influenced and governed by the truth 
and reafon of arguments, no lefs {trong and conclufive, 
in favour of a further reformation in religion? Bat 
when the laity perceive that they neglect, and are re. 


mifs in the difcharge of fo neceffary duties, as thefe: 


moft certainly are, we may naturally fuppofe they will 


flight and defpife all their exhortations to a good life, 


though fupported by the beft arguments, and enforced 
in language, the moft pathetic and affecting. From hence, 
I fear proceeds in a great meafure, that increafe of deifm 
and infidelity, which fo powerfully abounds amongtt 
us. For when: it is obferved, that no care is taken to 
alter things amifs, which are effentially neceffary to the 
truths of religion, and the greater purity of divine 
worfhip; libertines will be too apt to conclude, reli- 
gion is only pretence, or otherwife the fame concern 
would be expreffed towards it, as in affairs of a diffe. 
rent kind. This obfervation is produced as a ftrong 
argument, in favour of, and to inforce the defign ree 
commended, but without the leaft intention to reflect 
on our bifhops and clergy; and therefore I hope it 
will not be interpreted in a different fenfe, from what 
the author intends.’* 
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ARTICLE LIX. 


Aifirae of a Pampblet, entitled, Confiderations on a Re- 
duftion of the Land-Tax. 8vo. Prices. 6d. Printed 
for R. Griffiths, at the Dunciadin St. Paul’s Churcb- 
Yard. 


HE author of this effay, in a prefatory dil- 
courfe, addreffed to the gentleman who has for 

fome time pait prefided at the head of the treafury, 
endeavours with great ftrength of expreffion, to thew 
the abfolute neceffity of either leffening the principal of 
the national debt, (which, he fays, is now 32,818,220. 
more than it was at the commencement of the 
laft war) or of eafing the fubject of fome of the taxes 
upon commodities, and confequently the neceflity of 
continuing the land-tax at 4 5s. in the pound, as the 
only means of attaining either of thefe ends, confider- 
ing how largea fum will probably be required in all 
future years for the annual expences of the govera- 
ment. He further obferves, that, if it be proved ex- 
pedient to continue a neceflary tax for the payment of 
our debt, or the difcharge of more burdenfome taxes, 
the inference is ftrong: therefore unneceffary expences 
ought to ceafe : and if the minifter greatly finned, who 
formerly departed from this maxim, the non-obfer- 
vance of it now will be ftill more inexcufable, when a 
greater debt, and a more precarious peace, may render 
luch neglect fatal to our country, in as much as a new 
war, fhould it happen while the new debt is upon us, 
muft inevitably effect our deftruétion. He concludes 
with afferting, that tho” the meafures recommended 
may be unpopular, and may endanger both the power 
and credit of the minifter, yet he owes the trial to 
him from whom he received his power, and to thofe 
with whom he would maintain his credit; and that to 
ag the attempt, would be to betray both him and 

em, 

Our author then proceeds to Jay before the public 
his thoughts upon a reduction of the land-tax 3 and 


after 
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after giving a very lively, tho’ too true a defcription 
of the fituation of this country towards the latter endl 


of the late Lord Orford’s adminiftration, when almog 
all were drawn into the common vortex of party-ha. 
tred, and party-affections, without regarding -what 
was really the intereft of the nation ; he obferves, thar 
altho’ reductions of the land-tax, during the contro 
verfies then fubfifting, were in all fuppofitions prejudi- 
cial to this country, and far from producing any real 
eafe to thofe for whofe fake they feemed to be calc. 
lated, have been fince attended with an immoderate 
expence entailed upon them and their pofterity s yet 
in this meafure the majority of both parties unanimouf 
ly concurred, tho’ from very different motives. The 
multitude concurred, becaufe of the fair appearance. 
which it bore of favour and relief to the landed inter. 
eft; and the leaders of the multitude, becaufe they 
would not ftake their own credit, and give advantage 
to their enemies, by ftemming the torrent of populat 
prejudice.” And on the other hand, ** when the fer. 
vices of the year were higher than the general opinion 
deem’d neceffary, the minifter thought an application of 
the finking fund, inaid of the land-tax, a cheap purchafe 
for fome relaxation of the clamour raifed againft him, 
Thus an increafed expence, and the application of one 


‘ fund to purpofes different from its firft’inftitution, be- 


came motives for leffening the only refource remaining 
with the public, when every argument became ftronget 
from thele very caufes, for continuing it as it was,” 
Our author, after making fome further reflections 
upon the aforefaid meafure, advifes thofe who now 
perfift in extorting the fame compliance from the pre 
fent miniftry, to contemplate well the evils which m 
enfue ; and then proceeds to controvert a recei 
maxim, That taxes wherever laid, fall ultimately wpm 
land, which, he fays, feems to go farther than reafon, 
and experience will warrant; and altho’ every mal 
cannot anfwer the premifes, which are fupported by 
arguments calculated rather to puzzle than convinté 
yet fcarce any will affent to the conclufion, shat in ia 
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| gud reality all the taxes in this nation are paid out of its 





lands, “ And ftrange, it were, fays the author, if many 
didagree in the propofition, fince it is certainly faife 5 
for it is agreed, that the rents of lands, houfes and 
mines are not more than a fourth part and a half of 
the annual expences of the nation, which, according to 
Sir William Petty’s computation, amounted at chat time 
049 millions ; whereas Dr. Davenant’s calculation of 
rents does not exceed fourteen millions. And altho’ the 
quantities are fince confiderably increafed, yet the propor= 
tions moft probably remain very little unaltered : and 
therefore as the land-owner can expend and confume no 
more than his rents, it is evident, that above two parts in 
three of home-product and manufactures ate expended 
andconfumed by all other denominations of o,1r people.” 

The author then cites feveral paflages from Mr. 
Locke’s treatife upon this fubjeCt, tending to prove the 
expediency of laying a tax upon land rather than wpon 
commodities, which, with fome reftriétions, he fays, 
are conclufive in the -prefent cafe, if it be admitted, 
that the lands of England are in general let at too high 
atate, and that our trade is injured by the taxes alrea- 
dy laid wpon it: for then the inference will be 
plain, what the farmer and trader cannot pay out of 
their gains, the land-owner muft pay out of his lands.; 
or the farmer will fail, and the trader become -bank- 

“In this circumftance, better ic were, that the 
tax had been laid immediately upon land ; and by con- 
fequence, in this circumftance, and this fuppofition, it 
8 abfurd to leffen that tax, and Jet others lie unlef- 
ened, grievous upon commodities.”* 

For the truth of the affertion, that lands are let at 
too high a rent, the land-owners themfelves are “ap- 
pealed to, “ who have already determined the fact, 
by univerfal complaints .of arrears of sents, and of 
numbers of farms thrown upon their hands.” But 
thefe complaints are fo far from being arguments for 
an abatement of the Jand-tax, ‘‘ that they are the 

arguments againft it, as they demonftrably 
Prove the prevalency ot other caufes from whence the 
Vou, Il. fess tenant’s 
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tenant’s inability proceeds. For Mr. Locke's oh 
fervation cannot be denied, that a Jand-tax does not jy 
the leaft degree influence the yearly rents of lands, 
leffen to the tenant the value of his farm. If therefor 
the evil complained of arifes from a number of taxey, 
to which commodities are fubject, the policy is ftupep, 
Cuous, which would continue thefe taxes unleffened, 
and abate the only tax, which in no degree influence 
that evil.”’ 

The author then cites fome of Sir Matthew Decker’, 
arguments in favour of his f{cheme ; and after anfwering 
feveral objections, concludes this part of his effy 
with afferting, that atax upon the land is advantageow 
to the whole body upon whom it is levied, and: mof 
effectual for thofe purpofes, which render taxes nec¢l. 
fary ; and that a continance of the land-tax at 45, in 
the pound, is neceflary either towards leffening oy 
debt, and thereby enabling us hereafter to difcharg 
other taxes now detrimental to us, or in the firft ip 
flance to remove thofe taxes, and let the debt remain 
fo far unleffened. 

The author next proceeds to give us a ftate of the 
national debt, of the produce of the finking fund, of 
the future annual fupplies, and of the ways and mean 
for raifing thofe fupplies. 
) i. 5. d, 
- The national debt he eftimates 78,762,166 3 8! 


a Ie me ——s 
> 


The produce of the finking 
1,117,198 12 17 





fund he ftates upon a medium of 
feven years before the war at 

And the addition to the fink- 
ing fund after the reduction of 
intereft from 4/. to 3/. 4 per 
cent. he {uppofes will be 


289,306 18 6; 








To tl 1,406,505 10 8 
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The charges upon the finking 
fund, he fays confift of two ar- 
ticles, ViZ. 

Sums paid out of that fund not 
replaced by parliament, amount- 
ing annually to 186,410 4 5 4 

And defici-} | 
encies made 

out of the 


“finking fund, $235,600 3 6 | 


and replaced, 
amounting an- ¢. 
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nually to J 
To which he adds, 
intereft upon 1000,000/, bor- 
rowed upon exchequer bills in 


1749 at 3 > per cent. 


the navy debt not provided for 
by parliament at 3 + per cent. 


And intereft for the refidue of: 
‘ 472152 19 4 


422,010 7 UI 


353900 


147 


be 





Total 504,163 7 4 


_ Which fum of 50416372. 75. 
4d. 4 deducted from the produce 


of the finking fund above {tated 
at 


Leaves a balance to the finking 
fund of only 


above ballance of 
So that the clear balance of the 
finking fund will then be 


The future annual fupplies, he 
fates at . 


Ls 
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1,406,505 10 8 


992,342 3 3 
But at Michaelmas 1751, he) 
fuppofes the annuity. now paid for | 
"the 1,000,000/. upon the falt du- | 
tes in. 1745 will ceafe, which } 
will bring an addition to the | 


95,000 





937342 3 3 


t 2,200000 
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The ways and means for raifing 
thefe fupplies he fuppofes will be 
Land-tax at 25. inthe /, 1,000,000 x 
Malt duty 750,000 { 1,750000 00 0 
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Deficiency of ways and means 450,000 00.9 
Which fum of 450,000/, muft, 
he fays, be annually taken out of 
the Gnking fund, and being de- 9375342 333 
duéted from the clear balance of 
the faid fund before ftated at 





ee ee ee, | 
Will reduce the clear furplus to 487,342 3 32 
Which with the duties upon} 
falt, the falling in of annujties = 
lives, and the favings of intere 
upon the reduced principal of our 4 8,752,160 | 3 9 
debt, will compofe the whole } 
means of paying of J 
«” » But we beg leave toobferve, } 
that the author of this effay, tho’ 
his ‘calculations in other refpects 
feem to be very accurate, has ; 
{tated the deficiencies replaced to \ 
the finking fund confiderably too | 
high, thofe deficiencies, accord- 
ing to the laft accounts, amount- | 
ing only to about 14.7000/, where- | 
as he has ftated them at — J 
The difference therefore is 885600 3 6 
Which added to the clear fur- 


plus of the finking fund tog 487,342 39} 


as, A, llCUe,lUCUllCO CO 


235,600 3 6 


{tated at 
Will make the whole unappro- 
' ~priated refidue of the finking ; b 
fund applicable’ to the payment 5753942 693% fs 


of the national debt, amount to te 
b 
Our author concludes his effay with fomie remarks B J 


upon a poftfcript to a pamphlet, publifhed in the rea bi 
; 174% 
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1746, intitled, 4 defence of feveral propofals for raifing 
three millions for the fervice of the government, Sc. 
wherein, with great deference to the character of the 
author of that pamphlet, he endeavours to confute 
fome pofitions therein advanced, relating to public 
credit, particularly, the two following, viz. * that the 
prices of the funds do not in the leaft depend upon 
the quantity of them, either taken in the grofs, or any 
particular fort of them: That if they were double to 
what they are now, it would not neceflarily follow that 
the prices would be lower; nor, vice verfa:” And, 
“that any quantity of new funds to be created and 
fold in any one year, will not occafion there being lefs 
money the next year.” 
How far our author has fucceeded in this attempt, 
we refer to the judgment of thofe who have read both 
rformances ; and fhall only obferve in general upon 
this effay, that although, in our opinion, the author's 
reafoning is very {trong and conclufive, yet we doubt 
the majority of the landed gentry in this kingdom 
will not be prevailed upon to confent to the continua- 
on of a tax fo immediately heavy upon themfelves, 
or the fake of the public and their poiterity. 
0 public a r pott 4 a 





ARTICLE. LIX. 

Obfervations on the firft Vifion of St. John. Shewing 
the particular Formation, Nature and Uje of the pro- 
phetic Scheme therein exhibited. Printed for J. Noon, 
Sy al Price 15. 6d. 86 Pages. Dedicated to 
Dr. Sykes, and {ubjcribed Thomas Moore, 


HE author of this pamphlet has taken upon him 

- to illuftrate a part of one of the moft difficult 
books in the whole bible; a book of which Dr. South 
fays, it will certainly crack any man’s brains who ate 
tempts to explain it, if it does not find him cracke 
brained before. They are the three firft chapters of 
Revelations, containing the epiftles St. ‘fobu was com- 
fanded to fend to the feven churches of 4fa,. which 
L 3 he 
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he confiders. And on thefe he does not give a regular 
paraphrafe, but attempts to explain the meaning of 
thofe dark expreffions of feven candlefticks, feven 
ftars, €fc. which are fo often repeated there; and 
fhews theit allufion to fome utenfils of the tabernacle, 
and their reference to the ftate and conduét of the pri. 
mitive churches to which the epiftles are directed. 
How he has fucceeded, mult be jeft to the determina. 
tion of the reader’s own judgment, after hebas perufed 
the following account, though we doubt not but he 
will join with us in admiring his learning and ingenuity, 

He begins with an explanation of the imagery of 
the vifion ; the {cene of. which he fuppofes to be Jaid 
in the firft tabernacle. The feven golden candlefticks, 
he thinks, correfpond to the golden Jamp-iconce ufed 
in the Fewifa fan€tuary ; whofe branches, he obferves, 
could not terminate in one even line at the top, as they 
are ufually reprefented in prints, but were placed three 
on each fide in juft degrees below each other. .This 
notion he grounds on Exod, ch. xxiv. v. 32, where. 
the branches are fpoken of, as equal in their lengths. 
As it was the priefts' office to trim the golden lamp of 
the tabernacle, Levit. ch, xxiv. v. 3, 4. he thinks.an 
angel perfonating the fon of God attends here in that 
character to drefs the Jamp in the vifion, Agreeably 
to this he is habited like an High Prieft, being clothed 
with a garment down to the foot, i. e. the robe of the 
Ephod, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle, 
which is a defcription of that curious girdle mentioned, 
Exod. ch. xxxix. which the High Prieft always 
wore in the fanctuary.—As this illuftrious perfonage is 
defcribed walking in the midft of the candlefticks, and 
holding feven ftars in his right hand, he thinks this's 
defigned to exprefs his holding by their common trunk 
the feven candlefticks (which are called, on account of 
the brightnefs of their flame, {even ftars) and his mov- 
ing from one to the other to drefs them; for which 
purpofe he is provided with a {word proceeding from 
his mouth, an emblem of the powerful. word of < 
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like occafions. 
Having thus traced the fymbols ufed in the vifion 


to the objects they are borrowed from, he proceeds to 
confider what thofe notions were, that they were de-.: 


figned to exprefs; and as he had before fhewn that the 
feven ftars were the flames of the feven candlefticks, 
he here proves that they are called the feven angels 


fymbolically (as angels are fometimes called ftars,: and « 


ftars the hoft of heaven) to denote intelligence and vo- 


lition, and thus more properly reprefent the. feven _ 
churches. Why thefe angels, or ftars, or flames, are. 


joint fymbols of the feven churches, Rev. c. i. v. 20, 


he thus accounts for, ** The golden candlefticks bear» 


no fimilitude of intelligence, but as they hold forth 


light, and, feparate from that ufe, are not adequate 


images of the churches. They are paffive fubjects, 
wrought according to a certain model; and though 
they tefpeak: wifdom and defign in their formation, 


and may be emblems of well compacted bodies, yet, 


they fall thort of being compleat fymbols, when, and 


for whom, action and perception are to be reprefented, ’ 


as in this vifion. Here the churches were to appear 


properly attive as in a drama, and, to that end, as- 


aving each a diftinét perfonality. Now light, in the 
{cripture ftile, fitly denotes an animating principle ; 
whence we read of the ight or lamp of Iirael, which 
the men of David feared would be quenched in his 
death, 2 Sam. c. xxi. v. 17. and light is put for the an- 
derflanding or judgment, even for the moft- perfect, 
Matt. c. vi. v. 23. 1 Fobm, c.i. v. 5. And no cha- 
rater can, perhaps, better perfonate churches than that 
of angels; beings, of an heavenly. order and. origi- 
nal, whofe office of power and truft, in the govern- 
ment of the world, has generally been thought great. 
If it be then afked, what do the candlefticks peculiarly 
denote? We muft remember, the feven candlefticks only 
are to be confidered that were the objeé of vifion. Any. 


feven candlefticks will. not ferve to open and explaig. 


the fubje&. The feven candlefticks wHicH THOU SAWEST 
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and anfwering to the fnuffers ufed by the prieft on the 
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ate the feven churches. Thefe are {pecially to be re. 
B. garded, which were made after the pattern foewed jo. 
. 4 Moses iz the Mount. Neither the purity of the metal, 
4 nor general ufe of the candlefticks, feem fo much to 
the purpofe of a key to the myflerys as their particular. 
foape and formation. And what is peculiarly denoted 
and pointed out, by she/e feven, is, the conftrutiion, or. 
der, and regularity of the fcheme in vifion. This will 
appear as we goon. The fum is, angels and candle, 
fticks are joint-fimbols. The churches being to be per. 
fonated, informed, and direéted,—that is done b 
afcribing ivtelligence and volition to the lights on the 
branches, and calling them angels: Under whieh 
name or notion, each church is colleétively confidered, 
and’ addrified to in the following infcription, unto 
THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH, which Is common te 
every ¢pifiolary feélion. This obfervation will eafily 
account for any éranfition we may meet with in thofe 
feétions, from the fingular to the plural namber, as 
Ci. VU. 10, 14, 15.6.0, OT, 5. 

The glorious perfon who appears in the habit of an 
Bigh Prieft, now begins his work of drcffing the 
lamps, and while he takes out the firft of them, which 
| was fixed in the head of the trunk from whence the 
aa | reft branched forth, he addrefits himfelf to it as the t 
4 fymbolical reprefentative of the church of Ephe/us, in tl 
the words ot the epiftle fent to that church. There t! 
ig nothing remarkable in the explication our author v 
gives of the contents of this letter, excepting what he p 
{ays of the laft words of it, Rev. c. ii. v. 7.“ The I 
remarkable /ituation of the lamp (fays he) which. the h 
High Prieft is, in vifion, trimming and dreffing, and k 
which is in the mid# and center of the fymbolical 
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branches, is the ground of a fine allufion to what our 9 
firft parents had loft, by their apoftafy, and which is ti 
here promifed, by way of motive, to be given to the te 
facred conqueror in the chriftian exercifes: To bit that 7 
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is k 
in the midft of the Paradife of God, | b 


Our 
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Qur author had before obferved that it was cufto- 
mary for the High Prieft to extinguith in the morning 
ali the lamps. except that fixed in the fhaft, and the 
two middlemott ef thofe by the fides; and he thinks 
the facerdotal form in the vifion was now going to ex- 
tinguifh the firft of thofe on the right fide, when he 
thus fpoke to its peculiar church, which was that of 
Smyrna, Rev. c. it, v. 8—12. By the expreffion ten 
days in the tenth verfe, the author thinks is meant, 
ten Lord’s days or ten weeks; and the promife to the 
fered victor in the twelfth verfe, He that overcometh 


poall not be burt by the fecond death , he imagines to be 


couched in terms borrowed from the prefent action of 
the High Prieft in putting out the lamp. 

_The High Prieft is now fuppofed to proceed to drefs 
the third lamp, which is. the uppermoft on the left fide 
of the fhaft; and, as he holds the fhaft in his right- 
hand, this branch muft be fronting his face, and prety 
nar in a direct line with the fword from his mouth,— 
The promife which clofes this letter, is taken from the 
manna \aid up in a golden pot in the moft fecret parc 
of the tabernacle, to be kept for the generations of J/- 
raél, Ex. c. xvi. V. 33. 

The moft curious obfervation he makes on the epif- 
tle to the church of Thyatira, whofe Jamp is next in 
turn to be dreffed, being fituated the middlemoft on 
the right fide, is, that as the lamp was one of thofe 
which were never extinguifhed, the metaphor in the: 
promile, that the viétor fhould receive the morning ftar, 
is borrowed from this circemftance, and fignifies that 
he fhould for ever thine with unextinguifhed light. 
Rev. ¢. v. 28. 


Our author proceeds with the prieft to the fifth lamp 


_ or angel of the church of Sardis ; and as there is men- 


tion made in this letter of the feven fpirits of God, 
take his opinion concerning them in his own words. 
““ This vifion being one entire emblematical piece, or 
kind of painted enigma, of all whofe parts fome fenfi- 
le perception may be had ; it may be enquired, what, 
and where are ihe feven Jpirits of God? And why are 


they 
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they feven? In anfwer to which we may take notice, 


that the feven /pirits are here mentioned in conjunction: 
with the feven flars. This hint may affift us to find. 
them out. The ftars are called angels. To the feven: 


angels. are inicribed feven epiftles, termed she things 


which foall be after them, and which are as /chedules, 
to be annexed to the hieroglyphical branches. Thefe’ 


epiftolary {cbedules contain the foul of the whole device; 
or {pirit of the defign. Before the opening of the vi- 


fion, the feven Jpirits are faid to be before the throne, 


c. i. v. 4. from whence St. Fobn wifhed grace and peate 
to thefe churches, 7. ¢. he moft affectionately defired, 


that what God was about to fay unto them, by this: 


{cheme of prophetic revelation, might iffue in their 
favour and happiaefs. After the Airft view and open. 


ing of the vifion, before the myflic form began his at. 


tion of dreffing the lamps, and before St. Zobn began 
to write, the myftic fign’, and the notions they ex- 
prefs, were all] that were feen and knowable of the 
vifion, The epiffolary /chedules were not, as yet, in- 


cited: They were the things which fhall be bereafter, 


ci. 19. Now, thefe being abo:t to be introduced, 


the feven fririts are {aid to be with the form in vifion:: 


He bath the feven fpirits of God, and was now abovt to 


di‘clofe the fentiments of ‘God, in what regarded the 


‘feven courches, by dictating a like number of epiftles 
unto them, in each of which, what is written, is fad 
tobe, what the fpirit faith unto the churches ; to which 
remark due attention 1s required: He that bath an ear 
let bim bear. The fcbedules being once finithed, feem 
to be the characters or myftic figns whereby the /evém 
Spirits are exhibited—And the reafon why they are 
feven, is here to be affigned from the candleftick, and 
the neceflary adjuftment of things thereto, rather than 
from the number itfelf. The /pirit of prophecy, ttridtly 
fpeaking, is but ones like the golden candleftick, which 
‘was. but one piece of furniture, though it confifted of 
feven parts or branches: Bur, as the branches ftand 
for feven churches, and with propriety could be images 
of no more; she /pirit having fomewhat to fay to each 

if 
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sn particular, either for their reproof or correflion, or 


inftruttion in righteoufnefs.---This is written in fo many 

ions as there are churches reprefented; which maketh 
by a transfer of the name of the caufe to its effects 
the fpirits, an exact correfpondent number, The feven 
fpirits of God, and the feven ftars, being with Chrift, 
difcover how compleatly qualified he is to be the great 
prophet of God to his fervants. He bath the feven fpi- 


its of God, and the feven flars, or angelical images of 


the churches, are with him alfo,. He perfectly knows 
the inind of God, with refpect to them, as well as in- 
fyeéts their particular tempers and difpofitions towards 
God; and, confequently, may well demand their 
moft ferious attention. Thefe things, faith ke, that bath 


‘the feven fpirits of God, and the feven fiars: I know 


‘thy works, that thou baft a name, that thou liveft, and 
art dead.-- Alluding to the fymbol of this- church, 
which being the branch iffuing from the fame knop in 
the fhaft on the left, as that of Thyasira on the right is 
one of thofe whofe lamps were perpetually.burning in 
the holy place. Thus this character belonged to the 
Sardian church in the hieroglyphic, as well.as in tht 
moral or religious fenfe, Thou baft a name that thou 
lve. But their true internal conftitution gave both 
their profefion and fymbol the lye; thou art dead. A 
de‘cription fhort and poignant. Their virtuous difpo- 
fitions were few and languid.””—— 

Part of the fpeech to the church of Philadelphia, 
whofe lamp was the loweft on the right-hand, he 
thinks is a prophecy of fome approaching ftorm: of 
perfecution, or fome great evil which was gathering, 
and ready to break over the Yewi/fd world, or elfe over 
the whole Roman empire ; during which, this church 
is promifed a fpecial protection, Rev. ¢. iii. v. 10, 18. 
---He concludes his remarks on this andthe latt epi- 
ftle, which is infcribed to the angel of the church of 
the Laodiceans with this obfervation; that each of thefe 
epiftles contained three parts; the preface containing 
the {pecial title affumed by the facerdotal form-:— 

he monitory part containing commendations or repre- 

henfions, 
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henfions, and inftrudtions to each particular chureh; 
—and an Epipbonema, or refiection, of general and im, 
portant ufe. The firft of thefe he fuppofes to have 
been fpoken at taking the lamp out of its focket ; the 
fecond while it was trimming, and the laft at replag 
Ing It. 

“He thinks it is not an improbable fuppofition, thar 
this propetic vifion is conducted in fome manner agree, 
able to the facred folemnities, called the myfteries ob 
ferved at Zleufis in Attica, and revered all over the 
neighbourhood of thefe churches. — 

This is the {cheme he has given to clear up this fir 
vifion of St. Zobn, which he has illuftrated by a cop. 
per-plate;frontifpiece, exhibiting the candleftick ufed in 
the tabernacle and the vifion.---From the whole he 
draws thefe two obfervations, (1), That as each parti. 
cular church very probably knew its own particular 
fymbol, it was able to point out the perfons and thin 
noted in the /cbedule or epiftle annexed ; and as 
following. vifions were much of the fame kind, it 
might help them to unravel and explain their myftee 
ries, 2. Ele proves its divine original from thefe cit- 
cumftances---it expreffes in a very ftrong and eafy man 
ner the dignity, work, and office of the man Chri 
Fefus, as well as the duty and danger of feven partiar 
lar churches,---The notions and ‘principles exprefied in 
it are fublime, pure and rational.---The reprefentations 
of the churches are too bold and artlefs, to be fut 
pected either of flattery or falfehood. For thefe churches 
had it entirely in their power to confute and explode 
“he vifion as a counterfeit, if any one fa& or repeal 
ion was falfe.---It foretells future events foon to come, 
ind if thefe had not happened agreeably to the predit- 
tion, we cannot account for that welcome and hearty 
reception it met with from thefe and other churches 





---He concludes with remarking how free it is from § 


two characters of impofture which attended the Pagan 
oracles, viz, a deceitful ambiguity and prieftcraft. This 
revelation, our author juftly obferves, is very evidently 
free from thefe---as it is one uniform confiftent fehem*, 
ground 
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on a-certain plan; and every word, meta- 
r, and fign, brought to its proper device, will 
thew the occafion of the expreflion, is capable of a 
reafonable interpretation, and of yielding rational im- 
rovernent-——And as it is here made the duty of chrif- 
tian people to try them that fet up for apoftles, and 
judge for themfelves, to read with their own eyes, 
and bear with their own ears what the fpirit faith umto 


the churches. R 





ARTICLE Lx. 


Differtations on the following Subjects, viz. the Mofaic 
Account of the Creation and Fall of Man.—On ori- 
ginal Sin.—The Divinity and Satisfaétion of Chrift.— 
Fuftification by Faith——And the Sin againft the Holy 
Ghoft. Together with a Parapbrafe on St. Paul’s 
Epiftles to the Romans and Hebrews. By Philalethes. 
Printed for J. Whifton in Fleetftreet, Ofavo, Pages 
gi7. Price 35. 6d. bound. 


HE title of this book ‘is certainly contrived to 
raifea very great expectation ; but the reader is 
hot to imiagine by it, either that there are diftinct dif- 
fertations on each of the ‘fubjeéts mentioned ‘in the title- 
page, or that the whole of the‘epiftles to the Romans 
or Hebrews are paraphrafed. There are diftin& differ- 
tations ‘only on the creation, and fin againft the Holy 
Ghoft, ‘What the author fays on original fin, the’di- 
vinity ‘and fatisfaction of Chrift, and juftification by 
faith, ‘is comprehended in a kind. of Prolegomena-he 
has préfixed ‘to his paraphrafe on the ten firft chapters 
of the epiftle'to the Hebrews ; which nearly take up 
one hundred and ‘ten pages. 

We'fhall fay nothing of ‘the paraphrafe, as the au- 
thor does not pretend to criticife direétly upon particu- 
fat: texts, nor to make any particular remarks upon 
the Words in the original, which whether he does, or 
“ots ‘not at all underftand, is not apparent’ from any 
‘patt of the work. 


We 
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. We fhall only mention fomething of his fentimeny 
in that part of the book, which he calls differtations, 
felecting fome of the moft fingular of them. 

His differtation on the Mo/aic account of the crea. 
tion, is contained in the feventeen firft pages. It is ql. 
moft a paraphrafe on the firft and third chapters of G. 
nefis. \n this he tells us, without producing any par. 
ticular reafons for his opinion, that it was to refrefh 
Adam after being fatigued with giving names tof 
many creatures, that God caufed a deep feep to fall 
upon him.—That the tree of life was planted near that 
of knowledge, that 4dam might be under no tempu. 
tion to eat of the latter, for want of neceflary food.— 
That the lofs of temporal life and happinefs would 
have been all that our firft parents would have endured 
as the confequence of their fin; and that had they 
contracted no farther guilt, they would ftill have been 
agreeable to God (for fo he expreffes it); but that the 
diforder of Adam’s nature upon his difobedience, dif 
- ordered his appetites, fo that he grew fond to difobey; 
which made him anfwerable to God, not only for an 
act but for a temper of difobedience.—On the curfeof 
the ferpent-he fays nothing of the Meffiah. 

_ His account of the flood is very fingular ; that when 

God had in vain ftrove for 120 years to bring. his fom 
to a better temper, he at laft broke all the fountain 
of the great deep, which yielded fuch a quantity of 
water, that he opened a!l the windows of heaven tolt 
it fall upon the earth; and as that happened after al 
the clouds were melted into rain, and fallen dows, 
and confequently when there was.a bright fun-fhing 
God, in order to prevent the terror men might hart 
been in, when they faw fun-fhine and rain togetht 
fixed his bow in the clouds to be a pledge unto thet 
of his promife, that that rain would not deftroy 
earth. 

In the large difcourfe between the two epiftles, ourat 
thor declares himfelf a Socinian, with regard to.the det] 
_ and incarnation of Cbrift, which with the reft of tt 


Trinitarian doétrines, he thinks the great font 
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block, that keeps infidels from embracing chriftianity. 


He gives a large paraphrafe on the firft of Fobm, which 
the mae may ~~ of by a fpecimen of the firft, 


econd, and fourteenth verfes. ** Before God created 


theworld, which he did by his word of command, he 
had power to Create it; that power was with God, and 
was God. So that when God exerted it at the creation 
by his word of command, it was no new acquilition 
in God; for it was always with him, and is efitatial to 


him. 


The power he exerted in the creation by his word, 
he exerting it in the regeneration by Fe/us Chrifi, God 
acting and dwelling in him amongit us with his full 
grace and truth, by which we were fure and certain 
that he was the promifed prophet.” By which it ap- 

ars his fenfe of them is nearly the fame with that of 


‘Mr. Le Clerc, which has been publifhed in Engi. 


Of the paraphrafe we fhall only give.thefe two {pe- 
cimens, and fo clofe our account of his performance: 
In the fixty-feventh page, he fays, that God ts pleafid 


upon account of our faith, to accept of the death of 


Jefus Chrift inftead of our own ; and in the fame page, 
that he is pleafed to accept of our faith in him, upon 
the account of that atonement; which may be fuffi- 


cient to. fhew that the author, in what he fays, mutt 


be interpreted with fome grains of allowance ; as it is 


hardly to be fuppofed that both thefe expreffions are 
‘to be literally taken. 


The other paffage is in the introduction to the Ro- 


mans, in which he explains the celebrated text in the 


eighth chapter, v. 19, €3c. as fignifying the refarrec- 
tion of the whole brute creation; and fets afide Dr. 
Hammond’s paraphrafe, which refers it to the convers 
fion of the heathens, and which he reprefents at large 
with exceptions againit it, to which we muft content 
ourlelves with referring the reader.— What a glorious 
liberty of the children of God that will be, in which 

I the noxious animals and vexatious infects that have 


ver been produced from the creation of the world, 


ll be railed again to an immortal life, we think the 
'. €Xurae 
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extraordinary author would have done well a littl | 


‘more particularly to have examined. Yi 





ARTICLE LXI. 


Seafonable and affetting Obfervations on the Mutiny- Bill, 
Articles of War, and Ufe and Abufe of a ftanding 
Army: Ina Letter from a Member of Parliament to 
a noble Lord. Ofavo, Pages 67. Printed for W. 
Owen near Temple Bar, Price 15. 


HE title fufficiently declares the intention of the 
author ; and is, indeed, properly adapted to the 

work, which contains feveral affecting obfervations on 
each of thefe articles, together with inftances of the 
fufferings of inferior officers and foldiers from the ce 
price of their commanders, &c. Speaking of the 
abufe of a ftanding. army, he remarks, that many 
who are true friends to our prefent happy eftablifhment, 
have long feared the approach of a military governmem, 
‘and are fhocked at the affe@ation of late grown fafhion- 
able,.of calling in the military aid upon every trifling 
incident, being perfuaded that the magiftrates and 
laws of England are not yet fallen fo low as to fubfit 
merely by the courtefy of an army, but rather thatthe 
keeping up fo large a military force in time of ‘peace, 
is to open a way for rendering them more extenfuey 
ufeful. WHeadds, i 

‘¢ But then, my lord, how hard is the choice? How 
difficult is the decifion ? What muft become of us, if 
the {word of juftice cannot be weilded except by an 
army? And what will become of us, if the fwordol 
the army fhould be made ufe of as the fword of frate? 
For that of juffice will then be out of ufe.—Whethtt 
an army is neceffary to inforce the Jew, or whethera 
army fhall give the law, miferable is the cafe, and mot 
miferable the profpect of the fubject. fe: 

«*, Newron’s Milton, Co anDLER on fuperftition, 
Lauper againft Milton, and Birch’s negociations, 2 
our next. 









or s™ ew 


wae 8s £& 


